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Trusting Jesus 
By C. E. Rettew 


A pastor preaching recently on the wonderful word in Ro- 
mans 4:5, To him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckpned for 
righteousness,” wanted a hymn to clinch his message, but 
found that the familiar hymn, “‘ Trusting Jesus, that is all, 

was written with Christians, rather than the unsaved, in 
mind. So he wrote the following verses, which are now 

shared with The Sunday School Times family. 


Wane, you know how I was saved, 

Gained the peace that now I have; 
How He saved me from my fall ? 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 


Poor and helpless soul was I, 
Sinful and afraid to die; 

Jesus heard my stammering call, 
Trusting Jesus did it all. 


Nothing of my own to claim, 

Trusting only Jesus’ name ; 

Making him my “all in all,” 

Trusting Jesus, that is all. 

Not by works was my reward, 

But believing on the Lord ; 

Saved was I through faith (though small),— 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 











An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1917, both general and classified by de- 
partments, by titles, and by authors, giving also 
titles and authors of books noticed, may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company for ten cents. 


e 
How to Travel 


Blind men can travel in entire safety—if they 
have a dependable guide. Trusting their guide, they 
have no concern or anxiety or even uncertainty as to 
reaching their destination, and as to being safe every 


step of the way. And God asks us, as believers, to 
go through this life as blind men, but with the free- 
dom from anxiety and the entire confidence as to our 
safety that such men have who are sure of their 
guides. A Christian writes: “I had a friend who 
was in training for-a missionary in London, and he 
was ‘faithing’ it through a B.ble School.” That is 
the only right way to travel in this life,—faithing it. 
It means thet we do not ask to see,, but that we do 
believe absolutely in Him who sees all things, and 
who is our Guide, our Safety, our very Life. “For 
we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor, 5:7). We 
took Christ by faith; and from that instant on, for 
the rest of life in this body of blindness, we are to 
live in the way we took him. “As therefore ye re- 
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, . . . es- 
tablished in your faith” (Col. 2:6, 7). “Faithing it” 
means living in victory, and peace, and power, and 
joy, with our every need supplied. And as we go 
on faithing it, the day will come when he will sud- 
denly tell us we need do so no longer; our blind- 
ness will be over, “for we shall see him even as he 


is” (1 John 3:2). 
x 


**Dead in Earnest” 


There is something far better for the Christian 
than being dead in earnest. Our hearts may well 
rejoice when a young Christian steps out of the 
devil’s rocking-chair religion into zealand activity for 
service, and becomes a “dead-in-earnest” Christian. 
But there is a treadmill energy that may serve Satan 
as effectively as rocking-chair sloth in keeping us 
from moving mountains for God. A young college 
student wrote a friend recently of a great change she 
had observed in one of the Christian professors. “His 
life shows a decided change since last summer—he is 
dead in earnest (or should I say, dead in Christ?) 
now.” About the same time this young professor 
wrote a friend to tell him of the spirit of revival 
that had broken out in a little mission he was inter- 
ested in; he told of his new attitute toward honors 
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Has Your Church a 


N THE place of honor, near to the heart of 
| France, to whom America owes so much, and near 

to the capital of Germany, in a sector of Lorraine, 
one of the old French provinces captured by Ger- 
many in the Franco-Prussian war, are 500,000 Ameri- 
can soldiers. Are there? Some of the men in Con- 
gress seem to doubt it, but the Secretary of War 
says they are either there or soon will be. 

On almost every ship that crosses the Atlantic 
eastward there are young men in the khaki uniform 
of the United States. On American ships and on 
borrowed ships of the Allies, on old ships and new 
ships, on transports and on liners, soldiers are going 
across. Certainly there are enough in Europe to have 
justified General Pershing in taking over ‘a section 
of the long line of trenches that reaches from Bel- 
gium to the Swiss borders. 

The calling to the colors of the new American 
army has thrown down a thrilling challenge to the 
church, and in no small degree has she arisen to the 
occasion, A wave of patriotic fervor has swept over 
the church and stirred her to new activities in behalf 
of the men who have gone to the front. Churches, 
and homes represented by them, in the vicinity of the 
great army camps, have thrown open their doors in 
royal welcome to the soldiers training hard by; the 
activities of the churches have been bent toward help- 
ing the men who have gone out into the ranks, and 
money has been contributed most liberally to the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures amony the troops. 

How to deal with so large an army has presented 
a huge task and a perplexing problem. One of the 
great outstanding lessons that has been learned is 
that it is possible to do in the home churches much 
preliminary work that now absorbs the time of chap- 
lains and Y. M. C. A. leaders in the camps. As Dr. 
Robert Wells Veach pointed out in an address. re- 
ported in The Sunday School Times of December 
29, 1917, the place to begin saving the soldiers is back 
in the home church. So great has been the interest 





that the world of scholarship held out, and con- 
cluded: “I am running on a different schedule from 
the one I was on last June, It is wonderful traveling 
now, I tell you.” God’s schedule includes such earn- 
estness that we are ready to burn up in zeal for the 
Lord and for souls. Let us make sure that all earn- 
estness of the flesh is cut away and that our zeal is of 
the Holy Spirit. That is what takes place when the 
old self life is crucified and we are “dead in Christ.’ 
The dead in Christ find a new life-giving energy 
working in them, the resurrection life which is the 
earnestness of the Spirit. 


x—< 


Diamond Workers 


Mining for diamonds must be excitingly interest- 
ing. But human diamond-mining is a great deal 
more so. The superintendent of a rescue mission 
sent out a Christmas card with greetings from the 
“diamond miners,” “cutters,” and “polishers” of the 
mission, together with some verses about the human 
diamond, one of which read: 

“ The missionaty must find it, 
Or it never will be found, 
And the missionary must grind it, 
Or it never will be ground.” 


This is what the Holy Spirit calls “the perfecting of 
the saints,” and “the building up of the body of 
Christ: till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto... the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ’ 
(Eph. 4:12, 13). And it is not an unseriptural mix- 
ing of figures to think of the individual members of 
the body of Christ as souls that must be properly 
ground to that perfection which He asks and makes 
possible; for “Christ Jesus himself” is “the chief 
corner stone; in whom each several building, fitly 
framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the 
Lord” (Eph. 2:20, 21). To help to bring out the 
beauty of these living stones is a greater and more 
glorious work than the most fascinating earthly gem- 
cutter can ever do. . : 


War-Time Program ? 


‘of the churches in the army that they have too often 


forgotten the young men at home who are soon to bé 
called. There is a very great danger now that thou- 
sands of churches will have no real war-time pro- 
gram, but only incidental and spasmodic action. The 
man who can best and who should first realize this 
danger is the pastor.. And yet some who have had 
experience in army work find that the pastor himself 
is in danger of not catching the vision. Many pastors 
are restless, seeming to feel that the only place of 
significance is that of chaplain or Y. M. C. A. sec- 
retary. And yet another half million of men will be 
called out in the forthcoming draft in May or gute, 
These men are now more or less closely affiliated 
with some church. 

The Federal Council of Churches has prepared 
“A War-Time Program for Local Churches,” in 
which it wisely recommends that a War-Time Com- 
mittee shall be organized in every church, to consist 
of the pastor and representatives of the governing 
board of the church, the Sunday-school, the Young 
People’s Society, the women’s societies co-operating, 
and the brotherhood or men’s clubs. These members 
should be selected because of experience in adminis- 
tration, or in other lines of service. It is not a bad 
idea either to put on one or more persons in whom 
the war has aroused a desire to work. 

The War-Time Committee should meet regularly, 
to correlate the war-time work of the church. It 
should study the needs of the situation in which the 
church finds itself, the resources of the congregation, 
and build its war-time program upon the result of 
this study. The committee should bring into activity 
every bit of power of which the church is capable. 

A call to the whole church of the United States 
for the joint observance of the month of March as 
a time of special penitence and prayer and interces- 
sion, has been sent out by the General War-Time 
Commission of the Federal Council of the Churches. 
along with a booklet, “New Ventures in Faith,” for 








122 * 


the use of churches or small groups, or individuals, 
containing meditations and suggestions for prayer 
for the entire month, and these can be obtained from 
the Commission, at 105 East Twenty-second Street, 
New York, or from the War Commission of each 
denomination, at ten cents per copy, or ten dollars 
per hundred copies, This call to prayer is signed 
by Robert E. Speer, Bishop William Lawrence, and 
the Rev, William Adam Brown, and suggests among 
other things the keeping open of one church or parish 
house throughout the entire month, to which Chris- 
tian people may resort by day or by night for prayer; 
union services among the churches whenever pos- 
sible; inter-communion celebrations of the Lord’s 
Supper; and definite touch upon and appeal to men 
who will be going out in the next draft. 

Christian workers have bent their energies toward 
finding the Christian leadership available in every 
company of men, and then training the young leaders 
“discovered” to deal with men personally, and to 
teach the Bible, so that when the troops are in 
Europe, far away from the home touch, there will 
be men in their very ranks who know how to point 
them to Christ. But this training can be given at 
home. Says Mr. Fred S. Goodman, Secretary of the 
Bible Study Committee of the National War Work 
Council of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
in a letter to the Editor, “Much of our work for the 
present army would have been unnecessary if the 
thousands of young men had gone into camp better 
informed as to why America is fighting, how to take 
care of themselves in body, mind, and heart, how to 
be fitted to ward off physical and moral danger. The 
churches, Sunday-schools, Y. M. A.’s, public 
schools, Chambers of Commerce, all kinds of civic 
and religious organizations, ought to unite in local 
campaigns of preparation. It will be a calamity to 
repeat the blunders we have made in not being far- 
sighted.” 

In a circular sent out by the Religious Publicity 
Service of the Federal Council, entitled “How the 
New Soldiers Should Prepare for the Training 
Camps,” Mr. Goodman makes further excellent sug- 
gestions. The churches, he believes, can do this 
preparation work preferably by united effort, or in 
co-operation with the local Y. M. C, A. or the city 
or Sunday-school Association. Conferences lasting 
for six or eight weeks might be held, to which all 
drafted men in the vicinity should be personally in- 
vited, and they should consider such subjects as 
“What is the Seentleonee of the Selective Draft?” 
“The Marks of a Good Soldier,” “How to Get Ready 
for the Training Camp,” “What is a Camp Like?” 
“What to Avoid When One Gets to Camp,” “The 
Contemplation of Military Training,” and “Religion 
and the War,” etc. The need of these conferences 
to have careful leadership is obvious. 

Special addresses might be given at the regular 
church services or mid-week meeting, or men’s clubs 
or men’s Bible classes. Other methods suggested in 
Mr. Goodman’s circular are these. 

A carefully prepared and tactfully promoted effort 
might be made to interest the young men in the regular 
daily use of the New Testament, or the Prayer Book or 
Religious Manual of their own denomination. Thou- 
sands of young men might enter camps with a previous 
acquaintance with and love for the Scriptures, and with 
Testaments in their pockets, thus anticipating the 
efforts of the chaplains and Association secretaries in 
the camps. 

Weekly lessons in a carefully arranged plan of study, 
with selected readings from standard handbooks, spe- 
cial pamphlets such as that in preparation by the Rev. 
Frank Wade Smith, of the Methodist Sunday School 
Board, might be conducted in the different sections of 
the community, in which the effort should be made to 
definitely enrol every drafted man. 

An organized effort might be made, along the lines of 
the “Cleveland Plan,” now in preparation, to interview 
every one of the drafted men, using for this purpose 
wise, reliable, representative laymen. These young men 
could be met in small groups, at convenient times and 
flaces. An evening given to a group of six to ten 
would have tremendous meaning to the young men, and 
prepare for the more intensive work of the conference 
and classes. 

Special pamphlets on Personal Hygiene, Athletics, 
Bible Study, Military History, Military Organization, 
etc., might be circulated freely. 


A useful war literature in the way of books, stories, 
special articles, manuals, and pamphlets, has sprung 
up, and Mr. Goodman suggests that the best of these 
be wisely used among the men, Mr. Goodman makes 
up a brief bibliography, selecting some of the best 
books prepared by the Fosdick Commission, the War 
Council of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
the American Library Association, and the American 
Red Cross. Some of these books might be made into 
a circulating library for use among the drafted men- 
The local War-Time Committees of the churches 
would also find helpful a pamphlet, “Worth-while 
Work in War-Time,” which is a report of steward- 
ship by the War Literature Committee of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union. 

A four-page folder is being used by the Presby- 
terian Church in its three-months’ “drive,” that in- 
cluded January and February, and will include March, 
1918, to reach the soldiers in the next draft. It is 
entitled “United for Service,” and was prepared by 
Dr. R. W. -Veach as-a result of his. fruitful experi- 
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Are You Having Victory To-day? | 





“ Whosoever ... shall not doubt in his 


heart, but shall believe...shall have it” 
(Mark 11 : 23) 
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ence at Camp Dix, New Jersey, during a furlough 
granted him by his own denomination. It gives a 
very suggestive outline of ‘work which churches of 
various denominations would find. helpful, of course 
adapting its suggestions to local conditions. 

Readers cf The Sunday School Times are already 
familiar with the work of The Pocket Testament 
League in the American camps cafried on with the 
heartiest co-operation of the general staff of the 
Y. M, C. A,, the camp secretaries, and chaplains in 
the Army and Navy. Thus far during the autumn 
and winter about 30,000 soldiers and sailors have 
been Ne vg up” as members by the field staff of 
The Pocket Testament League, under the direction of 
the Business Men’s War Council of the League, 520 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, to say nothing 
of the thousands reached by the Council through 
camp secretaries, and through soldiers and sailors 
themselves. 

The time is ripe for this organized, systematic 
effort, The youth registered for the draft are think- 
ing—thinking about life and about death. They are 
ready for the appeal to accept Christ, and to serve 
him in the new, the different, the hard life ahead. 
“T will be leaving a young wife and a little baby when 


I go out, in the next draft,” said a youth on a street © 


car to a Christian man who sat beside him, “and I 
have been thinking I ought to give them the comfort 
of knowing that I am saved if—I should never come 
back.” 

Thousands of young men are thus considering 
spiritual issues. They will respond—they are re- 
sponding—to the call to learn, and to lead when they 
emerge into camp and trench. But let the prepara- 
tion be thorough, and true. It must counteract the 
appallingly prevalent idea of salvation through pa- 
triotism instead of through Christ’s atoning blood. 
Private Peat’s doctrine of salvation is given in the 
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March American Magazine under the title, “Why We 
Come Smiling Out of Hell.” And this is why, the 
awful why, as he conceives it: 


We don’t pray. But every mother’s son of us 
is honestly at peace with God. Because we 
are just as sure that we are what the church folks 
call “right with God” as we are that we are in the 
trenches. We're often afraid—physically afraid 
of getting wounded or killed. But afraid to die? 
Not one bit. 

It’s hard to explain it to those who haven’t been 
there, but every fighting man will understand. We 
feel that we have wiped our slate clean by what 
we are doing, All the little, petty weighing of 
right and wrong has gone by.. It’s as simple as 
black and white; and what we are doing is white. 

We have become children again, an! we have 
no more responsibility than a child has. We be- 
lieve absolutely that God understands and we are— 
well, just plain comfortable in our hearts. We 
don’t think it makes a bit of difference even if we 
should be killed in the middle of ah oath. God 
understands. 


“Natural religion” is what G, Sherwood Eddy, In- 
ternational Y. M. C. A. Secretary for Asia, calls this 
feeling of the men that somehow by their sacrifice 
for their country they have justified themselves with 
God. “They feel,” says Mr. Eddy in the chapter on 
“Religion at the Front” in his book “With Our Soi- 
diers in France,” written as the result of his observa- 
tions in a Y. M. C. A, campaign in France, “that 
somehow, though they have often failed, at bottom 
they are not so very bad, and that God is very, very 
good. ... The vast majority of them in the hour of 
death do not feel that they have either consciously 
accepted or rejected Him. . , . The idea has been 
widely preached by many British chaplains that death 
in battle saves. This may be good Mohammedanism, 
but it is surely not the Christian message that is given 
to Christ’s ministers to preach. ... It is not death or 
battle that: saves. * Christ only saves.” 

All the drive to prepare the next draft to receive, 
to know, to love, and to serve God will be utterly 
worthless if it does not go deep enough to counter- 
act this lie of Satan that “we have wiped our slate 
clean by what we are doing.” Tell the boys that 
there is.no “other name under heaven wherein we 
must be saved” than Jesus Christ’s—or tell them 
nothing. 





Can a Man Be Saved and Be Carnal? 


I am very much interested in the article, ‘“‘What 
Really Is the Gospel?” by Lewis Sperry Chafer, and can 
endorse it as a whole heartily. One place only seems 
not quite to conform to a Scripture passage. 

In the second paragraph Mr. Chafer says: “The carnal 
man, who is saved, but is living on the lower fleshly 
plane.” I cannot quite understand this when compared 
with Romans 8:6, 7, “For to be carnally minded is 
death; because the carnal mind is enmity against God,” 
etc.—A California Reader. 


This difficulty arises from the use of the word 
“carnal” to ‘translate two different meanings in the 
Greek. In Romans 8:6, 7, the English word “carnal” 
cannot properly be used. The Revision (American 
Standard Version) gives it correctly: “For the 
mind of the flesh is death; .. . because the mind of 
the flesh is enmity against God; for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can it be.” The 
reference is to the unregenerate man who is “in the 
flesh.” In contrast to this the Apostle goes on to 
say, “but ye are not in the flesh but in the Spirit,” etc. 

1 Corinthians 3:1 the reference is to a “babe in 
Christ” in whom the flesh is dominating. This is 
the meaning of “carnal.” A Christian can be “carnal” 
in contrast to “spiritual.” An unregenerate person 
can be neither carnal nor spiritual. He is not sim- 
ply influenced by the flesh: he is “in the flesh,” and 
“has not the Spirit.” 


Can You Answer These 
**Sabbath” Questions? 


Knitting on Sunday.—Have you anything on Sunday 
observance? I am a teacher of an Adult Bible Class, 
and we have so many different views on right and 
wrong of Sunday since the women have been knitting 
for soldiers; some of them (seemingly good Christian 
women) feel it all right and proper to knit on Sunday, 
as we are not observing the old Jewish Sabbath, but 
Sunday or the Lord’s Day, which Jesus says was made 
for man. Maybe I am a bit old-fashioned, but I be- 
lieve it is not necessary to knit on Sunday if we spend 
our time properly the six days of thé week. I feel Sun- 
day is for us to learn more about our Master and what 
he wants us to do. Could you give me some help on 
the subject?—A New York State Reader. 


Why Not Observe Saturday ?7—I mail you herewith a 
series of lessons taken from the regular Sabbath School 





series, upon the Sabbath, of the “Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists.” 

I am not an Adventist, but I confess to you it seems 
to me they make a strong case. 

I can find no plain command in the Bible to keep 
Sunday. The keeping of the Sabbath Day was one of 
the ten commandments. It was not a part of the cere- 
monial law. How can it be put aside? 

I am very sure all real Christians would most gladly 
keep any day they knew God desired—no matter if 
Wednesday or Thursday, or whatever day, if it were 
plainly declared. 

I hope you will give these views of this good people 
consideration, and that you will see fit to help me to 
clearly see the will of God in this. 

Can it be that one of the commandments of God has 
been set aside and superseded by an institution of man? 
—A California Reader. 


Was the Sabbath Annulled?—Allow me to suggest 
further authority for the First-Day Sabbath. The four 
Evangelists in the original Greek have no word for 
week in the resurrection chapter (as indeed there is no 
word for week in the New Testament), but in each case 
the original reads, “In the end of the Sabbaths, as it 
began to dawn toward the first of the Sabbaths, came 
Mary,” etc. And further, there is abundant, Scripture 
to show clearly that the Old Covenant not being fault- 
less gave place to the New, and that “the law graven on 
stones” (2 Cor. 3), though glorious, was done away, 
superseded by a better covenant. A noted Bible teacher 
fifteen years ago said there was no way to meet 
Seventh Day Sabbatarians with well-defined reasons ex- 
cept to show that the old covenant was annulled.—An 
Oregon Reader. 


It is easier to ask these questions than answer 
them, you think? Yes; unless we get the whole 
Word of God on them. God’s Word for the Christian 
in this age of grace is very clear, and very simple, . 
and wonderfully beautiful. It may surprise a good 
many earnest Christians to learn just what God’s 
Word for them, on “Sabbath” observance, is. It may 
bring new joys and righes into their lives to learn 
the truth about the Christian Lord’s Day. We need 
to know God’s truth; and a veteran and widely loved 
Bible teacher helps us to do so in his article, “How 
Should Christians Keep Sunday?” given on page 124 
in this issue of The Sunday: School Times. The 
Editor commends Dr. Scofield’s rich message to all 
readers of the Times, for their earnest and prayerful 
study. 























LESSON FOR’ MARCH 17 (Mark 6; 1-31) 
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When the Pessimistic Purser Asked Us to Speak | 


And the soldier voyagers turned out better than he thought 


By Edith Fox Norton 





when our boat left the dock from “an Atlantic 
port.” Very quietly she slipped out from the 
harbor with her precious cargo of officers and men,— 
and the few civilians on board, including Mr. Norton 
and myself, forgot our own sense of homesickness, 
which never seems to grow less as we leave the be- 


[: WAS a beautiful sunshiny December afternoon 


loved home shores, as we beheld in the faces of those 


oung soldiers their deep sense of loneliness. In the 
sem of my husband and myself came an overpow- 
ering desire to be of service to these men. 

That very night the purser came to us. “Will you 
take the Sunday morning service to-morrow?” he 
inquired, adding, “I think you will not have much of 
a crowd.” But when the hour for sérvice arrived 
almost all the seats in the spacious dining saloon 
were filled. It was an audience which any one might 
well‘envy the privilege of addressing; yes, and trem- 
ble at the responsibility. 

The hymn of the sea was sung, “Eternal Father, 
strong to save,” the stanzas closing with that telling 
refrain: 

“Oh, hear us, when we cry to Thee, 
For those in peril on the sea.” 


The Gospel message given, an opportunity was 
afforded to the men to possess for themselves copies 
of the New Testament, if any were without them. 


Those Knocks at the Cabin Door! 


That night, in our cabin, a knock came:at the door, 
and a tall young officer entered. “Could you give me 
one of your Testaments?” he said; “I surely have 
need of one.” He accepted the proffered camp chair, 
and simply and unaffectedly laid bare. his heart’s 
deepest needs. “It is not becau.e I am going to the 
Front,” he said, “but my wife and I back in Virginia 
have for years felt the need of something better than 
we have had, and I myself have come to the turning 
of the ways.” After a long conversation he accepted 
as~his Lord and Saviour the One who had been 
waiting so long for his decision. A few days later, 
as I was crossing the deck, I found the same officer 
on duty. As I stopped to have a few words with him 
he told me of his joy in his new surrender. “I was 
playing poker with the others,” he said, “but have 
told them that from now on they must count me 
out, and what is more,” he said, with a real, sudden 
twinkle in his eye, “I sleep soundly at night, while 
some of the others are fully dressed, waiting up on 
deck for the submarines to put in their appearance.” 

About the same time there came to us a lad from 
the Marine service; he had been in conversation with 
my husband, and had then expressed his determina- 
tion to follow Christ. In our cabin we talked with 
him more fully. “My sister asked me to go to church 
with her the last night I was at home,” he said, “and 
I would not go. I do not know why I was so mean 
to her, ‘but she will be pleased when I write to her 
about what I have done to-day.” Together we read 
the Bible—a passage from the Epistles. “Is it all so 
interesting as this, the whoie way through?” he in- 
quired. “I never knew it was like this.” 

Toward the last of the voyage we had a conversa- 
tion with young K——, from Texas, who was in the 
Aviation Service. The intensity of feeling with 
which he talked to us was truly remarkable, and was 
easily to be understood when we di.covered that he 
had left his little bride of six months back home and 
that she was a devoted Christian. “I must write 
home before I sleep,” he said. He soon returned 
with his boon friend, “He needs your help, too,” 
he confided to us. We closed our evening’s conver- 
sation with prayer in which each joined. “Why, I 
could have prayed all night,” our friend K—— said 
afterwards. 

In the smoking-room of the boat where, we knew, 
there were professed Christians drinking, gambling, 
and taking the name of their Lord and Master in 
vain, we found an audience. It began one evening 
when my husband was approached by several officers 
who asked him questions about the “other side.” 
Readily he responded to their queries, and more men 
joined the group. 

Then it was easy to tell them of the feats of 
daring which some of our. Belgian soldiers had per- 
formed at the Front,—and then to end with the 
Gospel story. “Love finds a way,” and that smoking- 
room audience may yet bring forth the fruit of sur- 
rendered lives. 

The life on shipboard these days, with all its perils 
and minor privations, yields its quota of fun; as for 
example, when one night during the highly enter- 
taining concert in which we all participated, a huge 
wave struck the boat, and we all thought that a mine 
had struck us, and not a few jumped to their feet, 
with white faces. 





Without strain, without effort put forth in human 
strength alone, simply giving the pel message 
in the power of the indwelling Spirit,—and lo! 
what blessed results follow! Isn’t this story by 
Mrs. Norton, of their service aboard a trans- 
Atlantic liner as they returned to their work 
among the Belgian soldiers, a good illustration of 
our Saviour’s lessons from the parable of the Vine 
and the branches? The Nortons have recently 
cabled about a visit to Paris to consider establish- 
ing a headquarters there, too. Will you continue 
to pray for their growing work? The Treasurer 
is Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, who will gladly receive and ac- 
knowledge contributions for their work. 








As we passed a row of officers one boisterous 
day at sea, most of whom had never been on a 
long sea voyage before, I heard a groan issuing 
from a deck chair: “Oh,” wailed the sufferer, “bring 
on your submarines!” 

Then there was the tall young officer who had been 
through eight different wars, We found in him a 
real Christian brother, one who shared in the joy of 
service and who was witnessing faithfully. A flippant 
remark leveled at him one day led him to confide to 
us later his story, and what a beautiful story it was,— 
of a consecrated girlish life finished at eighteen, an 
angel, if ever there was one, but gone to be with the 
Lord, just before she was to have become the bride 
of this our friend. Since that time he has visited 
the four corners of the earth. Wherever there was 
a war, thither he journeyed, doing Red Cross work 
and Y. M. C, A. work,—and, in the South African 
War, making a specialty of taking photographs of 
soldiers’ graves to send home to loved ones. Now 
he is on the way to the Front again. “My work takes 
me into No Man’s Land continually,” he told us, “and 
I never expect to return.” But he is going to accept 
from us gifts of Testaments for use among his men, 
and we expect him to be greatly used out there where 
there is such dire need. 

At last the voyage was over, and we had reached 
England safely. It was on a Saturday that we ar- 
rived, and by the time we reached London it was 
night,—the dark London war-time night. Still we 
could not refrain from walking along to the vicinity 
of our offices, to reassure ourselves that they were 
still there, and to thank Him who had kept them. 
On Sunday we again walked by, wishing very much 
that we could enter. 


An Uproarious Welcome from the Foyer 


But at last Monday morning dawned, and we 
found ourselves again at the familiar place, As we 
entered the Foyer quietly and unostentatiously, there 
was a sudden chorus of glad shrieks, and several 
pairs of arms were thrown around me at once, and 
my most sedate and staid secretaries were voicing a 
joyous and exuberant welcome. We were home 
again! And there were the boys, six or eight of 
them,—their faces, too, alight with gladness at our 
safe homecoming. 

And then came tea-time, when other boys came 
trooping in, until there must have been eighteen or 
twenty. “This crowd is surely in your honor,” says 
one of the secretaries, and happy were we to see the 
beaming faces of those men, and to be able to go 
from one to the other with a word of cheer and 
encouragement. How we wish The Sunday School 
Times’ readers could have a glimpse of them,—some 
writing postcards or letters home, some reading the 
daily paper, published in French, which bears the title 
“L’Indépendance Belge,”—others quietly engaged in 
reading Testaments or the tracts and booklets which 
‘we keep lying about on the tables. In one corner 
two men are bending their heads over a game of 
checkers or chess. 

And then there is sure to be a man seated at the 
table which contains materials for painting and 








St. Simon and St. Jude 
[By John Keble, in The Christian Year] 


S of old by two and two 
His herald saints the Saviour sent 
To soften hearts like morning dew, 
Where’ He to shine in mercy meant; 


So evermore He deems His Name 
Best honour’d and His way prepar’d, 
When watching by His altar-flame 
He sees His servants duly paired. 





drawing. This table was the suggestion of our asso- 
ciate, Mr. Walters, the Christian business man who, 
in our absence, took the direction of the offices and 
Foyer, The men are supplied with text cards about 
eight inches square. The texts are simply printed in 
black and white, and are intended for decoration by 
the soldiers, They spend literally hours making 
original designs on these cards and afterward paint- 
ing them; in many cases they are artistic and beau- 
tiful. These are the pastimes of the Foyer,—but the 
great objective, of course, is the personal word which 
we are able to have with the men. 

Here is one man with a hideous wound in his fore- 
head, who speaks English very well and tells us he 
was a student at Oxford before the war. He has 
been months in different hospitals, but is at last 
about to receive his discharge. He shows a complete 
Bible which he carries always in his pocket. 

There is another boy, unusually intelligent, who 
first of all with glad pride shows us photographs of 
his family and of himself and his numerous brothers. 
He tells us how he believes in the God of nature but 
not in a personal God; but at last, accepting a Testa- 
ment, and having some of the beauties of the Gospel 
set forth, he acknowledges his need of something 
better than unbelief and more personal than the God 
of nature. 


Raw Material for New Trench Apostles 


For two days he pores over his Testament; then, 
the day before his departure, he seeks me out. “See 
what I have done,” he says happily, showing me his 
Decision Card. fully signed. “The best act of my 
life,” he assures us. “Help me in evangelizing Bel- 
gium after the war,” says my husband to him. His 


reply thrills our hearts: “I have often wondered 
what I should do with my life,” he says. “Now / 
know, there is but one place to put it.” His face 


shines as he utters the words, and we just praise 
and thank our Lord, together with His new disciple. 

Then there are the two Belgian soldiers en route 
for the Belgian Congo. Unusual men, both of them. 
One with a remarkable conversion, and who has been 
testifying throughout Great Britain to the saving 
grace of his Lord and Master. These men are tak- 
ing with them as they go supplies of Testaments and 
Gospels, and hope to link up with Captain Bohez, the 
story of whose conversion, through the testimony of 
Africa Inland Mission workers, has recently ap- 
peared in “The Missionary Watch Tower” of The 
Sunday School Times, in evangelizing the Congo. 

Perhaps best of all is the meeting with a Belgian 
adjutant, whose letter follows and is self-explana- . 
tory,—-a man who, busy as he is with his military 
duties in England, yet has been coming to our offices 
in our absence, several times weekly, and has become 
a true elder brother to the soldiers. He also takes 
many of the Flemish letters which are sent to us and 
answers them personally at home. This is his letter 
which arrived at our offices three months ago: 


Dear Mr. AND Mrs, Norton :—One of my English 
friends whom I met at the prayer-meeting at the 
French section of the Y. M. C. A., Tottenham Court 
Road, has been kind enough to send me “Apostles of 
the Belgian Trenches.” I received it yesterday even- 
ing and finished reading it before going to the oftice 
this morning. It simply fascinated me. I have 
given it to my friend, who will forward it to our 
friends in Belfast, where it will be easy to arouse a 
great prayerful interest among the Protestants. 

Allow me here, dear Mr. and Mrs, Nortcn, to ex- 
press my most heartfelt thanks for the splendid work 
fou are doing among my c untrymen. I also glory 
in the knowledge of my Sav‘our Jesus Christ. 

How can we ever repay the debt of gratitude that 
we Belgians owe you both and your countrymen. I 
know you seek no earthly treasure, you are aiming 
at a higher reward. From now on [ shall remember 
you and your work in prayer. 

May the Lord bless you now in health and spiritual 
strength, so that the work undertaken may be pushed 
forward with all the vigor it deserves. And what 
can Ido? My health is very much impaired through 
two operations. I am working until 6 or 6.30. On 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings I am en- 
gaged, Yet if I could by any means be of some 
utility to your work I should gladly do all I can. 

Yours very truly in Christ, 
(Signed) O. VAN STEENBERGHE, 
Adjutant in the Belgian Army. 


So much to praise Him for,—so much to pray for, 
—that we may be found faithful, and that He, un- 
hindered, may fulfil through us all the good pur- 
poses of His will. 

Lonvon, ENG. 











Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 

given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books af te Bible will be covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times, — 
“Your Study Bible.” 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayertully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the ins of 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, wae. 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints, The lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side margins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, and each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own, “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 


that have I given unto you ” (Josh. | : 3) 
The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








Ruth 


Key thought—Back to Bethlehem! 
Key word—“Returned” (1: 22). 


E HAVE here a kind of postscript to 
Judges. And like most postseripts, a word of 
affection. This is what it says, He loves you 
still! It is a sweet, winsome love story, this book of 
Ruth, and it gets its origin and instieation in the one 
great love-note that runs through the whole Word, 
“God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3: 16). 
Three Parts: 
1. God calls the wanderer back—Naomi. 
2. God gathers the lost ones in—Ruth. 
3. God seals His own into Himself—Boaz. 


To us this idyl from the days of old is like a cage 
full of sweet-singing birds. 

Evangelistically, it tells the anxious soul how to 
find rest and home. Ruth means satisfied, and we 
read again how the soul is dissati ied und restless 
till it rests in Him. Then peace and rest! 

The chapters of the book point the way. 


1. In the Far Country; yearning for rest. 

2. In the Field; facing homeward, seeking rest. 
3. At the Threshold; received and welcomed. 
4. Within the Gates; chosen and established. 


Doctrinally, it is the gracious abrogation of Deu- 
teronomy 23:3, “An Ammonite or Moabite shall not 
enter into the congregation of the Lord.” Behoid 
Ruth the Moabitess, by the grace of God, brought in 
and blessed as the favored ancestress of the coming 
Christ,—the hope of Jew and Gentile alike. 


Evangelically, it points to the efficient work of 
Jesus, our heavenly Boaz, meaning strength, who 
meets us at the gates as both Kin and King, one with 
us that he may lift us up to be one with Him—“ac- 
cepted in the Beloved.” 


gesvensenonely. it speaks the fulness of Christ’s 

‘edemption when the child of earth, at last, gets 

me to God, pardoned, purchased, placed! 

J “Sit still, my daughter,” said Naomi, “until thou 
know how the matter will fall; for the man wl not 
be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day” 
(3:18). So cried Paul at Philippians 1:6, “Being 
confident of this very thing, that he which hath be- 
gun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.” Behold the measures of barley 
already yours. What Christ has done in us is pledge 
and fOretaste ef what He will do for us,—when he 
meets us at the gates; the blessed hope! 

And practically, a word of comfort for the back- 
slidden Christian. See Naomi coming back from 
Moab to Bethlehem, from hunger and _ loneliness, 
which is the curse and whip that drives the wander- 
ing disciple home to bread and shelter, with which 
God ever awaits his erring ones who ‘return to Him. 
“Bitter,” she calls herself (Mara); but sweet was 
her name (Naomi); and sweet indeed is the portion 
of the Christian when he gets back t God. 

“The exile is at Home 
O nights and days of tears, 
O longiags not to roam, 
O sin, and doubts and fears; 
What matters now grief’s downcast day 
The King has wiped those tears away!” 


Marked Texts. 1:6: “She had heard in the country 
of Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in 
giving them bread.” God brings bread with Him 
when he comes to visit his people. 


1:22: “And they came to Bethlehem in the begin- 
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ning of the barley harvest.” Revival! A good text 
with which to begin meetings or open a pastorate. 

2:6: “It is the Moabitish damsel that came~ back 
with Naomi out of the country of Moab.” The atti- 
tude of blessing—God sees it. “To get to Bethlehem 
you must leave Moab.”—Moody. Then presently 
“under His wing” (2: 12). 

3:15: “Bring the vail [apron] that thou hast upon 
thee, and hold it. And... he measured six measures 
of barley.” 


“Count your blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” 


MARCH 2, 1918 


4:14: “Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left 


. thee this day without a kinsman.” The margin says 


redeemer, Thy redeemer awaits thee; “seek and 
find.” Scofield’s luminous chapter headings of this 
book are: 1. Ruth deciding; 2. Ruth serving; 
3. Ruth resting; 4. Ruth rewarded. 
Marginal Hints: 
Glean reverently in earth’s barley fields, and find 
the everlasting God. This the ineffable reward, 
Add a Ruth postscript to the living epistle of your 
life; make Jesus your Lord, and rest in him! 
OBERLIN, OH10, 





How Should Christians Keep Sunday ? } 


Does the first day of the week mean to 
us what it meant to Christ ? 


By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 





Can we settle the question how to observe the Lord’s Day better than to see how the 

risen Jesus himself observed it, and follow his example? This revealing study by Dr. 

Scofield supplements his article, ‘* How Do the Sabbath and the Lord’s Day Differ?” 

in The Sunday School Times of January 19, 1918. At the same time it answers three 

questions raised on the Open Letter page in this issue: Is it right to knit on Sunday? 
Why not observe Saturday ? and, Was the Sabbath annulled ? 


tures harmonize,” is a saying as old as 

St. Augustine, and it #s true that failure at 
this point introduces utter disharmony. It makes 
necessary innumerable explanations which, after all, 
do not explain, It forces methods of interpretation 
which take us far from the natural and lexical mean- 
ings of plain words, and leave us perilously near to 
justifying the infidel taunt, “You can prove anything 
from the Bible.” 

The evil consequences of such confusion have been 
greatest in the failure. to discriminate the dispensa- 
tions of law and of grace. The first and most fatal 
of the heresies was the attempt to mingle in one 
system of doctrine the law of Moses with the grace 
of God. It is not only the first of the heresies, but 
has been the mast successful. 

Its first preachers were Jewish believers, sincere 
in faith but not free from legal bondage, who fol- 
lowed Paul upon Gentile ground with the teaching 
that the Gentile converts were under the law. It is 
not necessary to suppose these men to have been in- 
sincere or malicious. Knowing that all redemption 
was under the Abrahamic covenant, and that circum- 
cision was essential to the bringing of even a Jew, a 
lineal descendant of Abraham, within the covenanted 


“CO)ieres ha the dispensations and the Scrip- 


salvation, it seemed incredible to them that Gentiles, | 


men “without Christ, being aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers from the cove- 
nants of promise” (Eph. 2:12) could pass by a sim- 
ple act of faith into that salvation. 

Against this form of legalistic teaching the Council 
of Jerusalem, composed of Apostles and elders, ut- 
tered its decree. 

But the demand that Gentile converts should be 
circumcised was but one part of the legal propaganda, 
and against the whole attempt to put the church 
under law in any form or part, the Apostle Paul, to 
whom had been committed the revelations made nec- 
essary by the new “mystery,” the church (Eph. 3: 
1-10), launched the tremendous argument and reve- 
lation which we know as the Epistle to the Galatians. 
The attempt to turn aside the force of that Epistle 
by relating it all to that part of the law which we 
term “ceremonial,” is not exegesis but mere evasion. 
And the proof is at hand: a Gentile Christian could 
not keep the ceremonial law. That part of the Mosaic 
legislation required an altar, a temple, and a priest. 
These were in Jerusalem, and in hostile hands; and 
furthermore, ten years after the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians was written altar and temple were destroyed, 
and the priests slain or sold as slaves. There is at 
least consistency in the church of Rome; for, having 
adopted the Galatian error of confusing together law 
and grace, an altar and a priest were provided, and 
the real presence of the Lord 
alleged to be in the consecrated 


the inliving Christ (Gal. 2:20); (2) it is a pro- 
duced life,—“the fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22, 23) ; 
and (3) it is a by-faith life, not a life under tutors 
and governors, nor under the schoolmaster (Gal. 
3:25). And lest there should be any question at 
this point there is given the allegory of the two sons 
of Abraham (Gal. 4: 19-31), the plain meaning of 
which is that things which differ must not be con- 
fused together, ; 

Romans is, if possible, even more explicit. The 
contrast of law and grace—Moses and Christ—in 
Romans 10: 4-10, and the emphatic statement, “Ye 
are not under the law, but under grace,” is final. 

It is probable that the legalistic teaching holds the 
minds of many earnest believers because of a lurking 
fear that grace opens the door to sin and spiritual 
anarchy. So far from that, Romans points out how, 
and why, it is only through grace that “the righteous- 
ness of the-law”.is ever fulfilled. The Apostle indig- 
nantly asks, :“‘Do-we. then make ‘void the law through 
faith? .God forbid: yea, we establish the law” (Rom. 
3:31). Grace is not a way of escaping obedience; it 
is a way, and the only way, of securing obedience— 
not, indeed, to “the letter which killeth” (2 Cor. 3:6), 


. but to the whole will of God (Rom. 8: 2-4). 


In: short, a new covenant has come in, of which 
Christ the Son, not Moses the servant; is ‘the Medi- 
ator (Heb. 8: 10-13). It is declared to be a “better” 
covenant; not, needless to say, morally better, for 
that it could not be, but efficaciously better, as accom- 
plishing through Divine power that which law had 
never, in one single instance (Rom. 3:19), accom- 
plished. There is no “if” in the new covenant—God 
makes. himself responsible for all things. 

And yet again: there is no question of abolishing 
the law. Under the reign of grace it is relegated to 
its true ministry, of an “instruction in righteousness” 
and a “ministration of death, written and engraven in 
stones” (2 Cor. 3:7), that men might flee from its 
condemnation to the Cross, and that “The righteous- 
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us” through the 
Spirit (Rom. 8: 2-4). 

Again, grace by no means abandons the believer to 
self-will. He is, indeed, “not under the law” (Rom. 
6:14), but he is “under grace.” His very acceptance 
of Christ implies submission to the processes by which 
grace enables, cleanses, perfects (Phil. 4:13; Eph. 5: 
25-27; 1 John 3:2). 


Immense emphasis goes with the fact, open to the 
most cursory reading of the Epistles—that portion of 
the Scriptures especially written to and for the 
church—that every ethical provision of the law. re- 


‘appears as Christian precept. No great fundamental 


principle of righteousness embodied in the Mosaic 
‘legislation is omitted. But the 
sabbatarian is obliged to face 





wafer. 


But the Epistle goes far be- 
yond mere ceremonial, takes 
us back of the law to the 
covenant with Abraham, and 
declares of the law that it “can- 
not disannul,” or “make of 
none effect,” the promise of 
pure grace in the covenant that 
was confirmed four hundred 
and thirty years before the law 
was given. And the next eva- 
sion, that the law if not a 
means of life is at least a rule 
of life, is met by three clear 
statements: (1) the Christian 


the Lord's Day. 





“ Were it Scriptural,” writes Dr. Scofield 
to the Editor, “one would not object to 
the obseryance, on Saturday, of the Sab- 
bath.as God gave and meant it. It would 
be a lovely preparation for the activities of 
But the Sabbath of 
Scripture is hopelessly lost in the Sabbath 
of the Pharisees, and of their spiritual (>) bath” (Col. 2:16); and all 
successors, the Puritans. But anyway, we 
_cannot “concede™ an unbiblical thing. 
I hope my article makes it clear that grace 
puts no discredit or reproach upon law. 
* Yea, we establish the law.’ 


the significant fact that not 
once in all those writings ts 
the Christian exhorted to keep 
the Sabbath! Once. only does 
the word appear: 

“Let no man therefore judge 
you in meat, or in drink, or in 
gespect of an holyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the sab- 


these are characterized as 
“sha ‘ows” of Christ. The con- 
tention, then, that the Sabbath 
has passed over into the dis- 
pensation of grace, with only 
a change from the seventh to 








life is vital,—the outliving .of 





(Continued on page 131) 
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When Easter Joy Wells Up in Children’s Hearts 


Two glad exercises that help little folks to understand the resurréction 





Making a Garden Wonderful 
By M. Florence Brown 


HIS program is rather elastic so that, if desired, 

I older pupils may be introduced into the exer- 

cise, and other selections, correlated in thought, 
which the teachers may have in their own files, may 
be used. The dominant aim is to help the children 
themselves to a better heart appreciation of the real 
meaning of Easter, to know the Easter story, and to 
be in tune with nature’s rejoicing at the Easter 
season. 

The program is resolved into two parts; the first 
concerns the telling of the story in the language of 
the Bible, the second features the gladness with which 
all the world should be saturated at Easter time. 

A simple though effective stage’ setting represent- 
ing a garden may be accomplished with a number of 
wooden boxes of various sizes and shapes, some 
building or crepe paper, and some early spring 

owers made of paper. Several large branches of 
evergreen may be used to represent little trees. 
Group the boxes and cover them with the paper in 
such a way that they look like rocks. The flowers 
and trees may be stuck through the paper to appear 
as if they were growing among the rocks. Easter 
flowers obtained from the Dennison Manufacturing 
Company will add a great deal to the charm and 
success of your program, and the Company will 
gladly furnish you with information as to the making 
of the flowers, and the materials, as well as the most 
beautiful completed blossoms, Lovely reproductions 
of Easter lilies, fifteen inches in height, may be ob- 
tained for $1.50 a dozen. Large-sized butterflies, ten 
or twelve inches in diameter, may be obtained, as 
well as smaller ones of four and a half to five inches, 
or even smaller, two and a half to three inches. 
Folds of paper, ten feet long by twenty inches wide, 
decorated with butterflies, which may be cut out and 
made, may be purchased at twenty cents a fold. But- 
terflies may be mounted on quite long pieces of fine 
wire and fastened to some of the blossoms, giving a 
very realistic appearance. At a position in the gar- 
den easily reached by the children, erect a represen- 
tation of a mail box, and over it suspend one or 

* more large white doves, suggestive cf carrier pigeons. 
The Dennison Company will supply a pattern and 
materials for the birds. Into this box the children 
are to drop their Easter postals, as explained in the 
exercise. 

Co-operate with the home in getting thorough mem- 
ory work of the Bible portion of the program. In- 
corporate just as many children in the program as 
you possibly can, Insist upon clear tones and good 
enunciation of the Bible verses, and an altogether 
comprehensible recitation. 


Part I: The Prologue. 
First Child: 
“ Dear Lord, let me recount to thee 
Some of the great things thou hast done 
For me, for me, 
Thy little one. 
“Thy unblemished body on the tree 
Was bared and broken to atone 
For me, for me, 
Thy little one.” 
—Christina G. Rossetti. 
(By permission of Little, Brown and Co., Boston, Mass.) 


Second Child: “And when they came unto the place 
which is called The Skull, there they crucified 
him.”—Luke 23: 33. 

Third Child: Quotes Matthew 27: 57-60, which tells 
how Joseph of Arimathea begged the body of 


Jesus. 
Part II: At Easter Time. 


(Curtain raised, showing the garden, while a con- 
cealed choir of adult voices or a soloist sings one 
verse of “Low in the Grave He Lay,” by the Rev. 
Robert Lowry.) 

Recitation Gees) by several children, one or two” 
verses recited by each, Mark 16: 1-8, describing 
the visit of the women to the tomb. 

Easter Carol by the School. 

Recitation by a tiny girl, who rings a large paper 
white lily suspended as a bell. 

“The lily bells ring in the garden fair, 
To and fro, soft and low; 


The violets peep from the grass to share 
The joy that the bluebirds know.” 


“ Swi-n-g—lily bells, swing, 
Whispering softly, ‘winter is past,’ 
Ri-ng,—joyfully ring! 
Glorious springtime has come at last.” 


The Spirit of Joy (a larger girl dressed in green 
genes with garlands of blossoms entwined round 
ead and in drapery, She wanders round the 
garden with willowy, caressing motions, waft- 
ing a veil-like drapery which she carries over 
groups of sleeping flower children. Costumes 
may be simply indicated by little paper caps rep- 
resenting flowers, or more elaborately by flower 
costumes, if desired) : 


“ Snowdrops! lift your timid heads, 
All the earth is waking; 
Field and forest, brown and dead, 
Into life are waking. 


“Lilies! Lilies! Easter calls! 
Rise to meet the dawning 
Of the blessed light that falls 
Through the Easter morning. 


“Waken, sleeping butterflies, 
Burst your narrow prison! 
Spread your golden wings and rise, 
For the Lord is risen.” ° 
(From Little Pilgrim Songs, Biglow and Main Co., New 
York, 35 cents. Used by permission.) 


Song by the Primary Department: “Nature’s Easter 
Story.” (From Song Stories for the Sunday 
School, Clayton F- Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cts.) 

“Come, lift your heads, little birds, and sing 
your sweetest songs. Come, pass the message 
along! Christ is risen to-day! All the world 
must know. Christ, the Lord, is risen. Sing 
till the echoes ring round the whole wide world! 

Come, little violets, you, too, have a sweet se- 
cret to tell! Lift up your heads, lilies! Come, 
daffodils, peep up from the ground! Come, 
little brown seeds! Come, all whose home is in 
the beautiful garden, help spread the tidings. 

Christ, the Lord, is risen to-day!” 

(Flowers rise at the call of the Spirit of Joy, rub 
their eyes, and sing an awaking song, such as 
the following. The music of this song may be 
found in the Westminster Teachers’ Cuarterty, 
Second Quarter, 1917. (Departmental Series.) 
Change the personal pronoun to “we.”) 

“ They’re playing, they’re swaying— 
Laughing softly in their play— 
Up and down and to and fro, 

See the nodding flowers go, 
Laughing gayly in their play— 
As they sway—sway—sway.” 


Joy: 


(Proper motions will suggest themselves to the 
teacher, and much will depend upon them for 
the effectiveness of the song.) 

Joy (motions gracefully to the other children of the 
Department who rise at her cali) : 

“Come, little children, you, too, have a great 
part in the telling of the wonderful message. 
Jesus loved the little children for, don’t you re- 
member, he said” (points toward the children as 
they recite) : 

“Suffer the little children to come unto me; 
forbid them not.” 


Song by the Primary Department: “TI Think When 
I Read, That Sweet Story of Old” (first verse). 

Joy: “All the world is glad to-day, because it is 
Easter. Listen now——” 

Song: “A Fair White Tulip” (to be found in “Be- 
ginners’ and Primary Songs”). 

Recitation by a Little Boy: 


The Nest. 


“There’s a nest in the barn, 

Made of straw and of hay, 

There are eggs in that nest, 
I saw them to-day. 

And in a few weeks, 
In that nest there will be, 

Not white eggs at all, 
But wee chickens,—you’ll see.” 

—Maud M. Grant, in the Primary Educator (Primary Edu- 
cation Co., Boston, Mass.). 


Recitation by Five Very Little People: 

Spring.” 

First Child: “I found some cunning little pussies 
down by the brook. See!” 

Second Child: “I heard the frogs croak!” 

Third Child: “I heard a bluebird singing; I saw 
him up in a tree.” 

Fourth Child: “I found this big, golden daffodil 
in -grandmother’s garden!” 

Fifth Child: “Spring is coming! Spring is coming !” 


“Signs of 





Joy: “’Tis Easter time, and the gladness must not 
stay in the garden, for Christ himself said, ‘Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
the whole creation.’ ” 


(At a signal from the piano, and a march, the chil- 
dren rise and form into marching procession, 
carrying Easter cards which they have made or 
bought, directed and stamped, to send to some 
one who will especially appreciate a message at 
Easter time. They drop the cards into the car- 
rier-pigeon mail box, to be mailed later by the 
teacher. 

Closing Song: 
Children.” 


Newark, N. J. 


“Praise Him, Praise Him, Little 


Building a Flower Cross for Easter 
By Esther Reeks 


6 Bw building of a floral cross was made a ver 
pretty Easter exercise in one heoderacinel. 
The framework of a large cross, four and a half feet 
high, was constructed of light strips of wood. These 
were wound with white cheesecloth, and the whole 
was neatly covered with rabbit wire. The cross was 
placed in a firm base, and set on the platform where 
the exercises were to be held. A few strands of 
smilax were festooned about it, to relieve the bare- 
ness and to add to the final effect; and palms were 
used for further decoration of the church, being so 
placed as not to interfere with the exercises, 

At 9.45, the regular Sunday-school hour, the 
classes met in their places, without opening exer- 
cises, for a half hour of lesson study. At 10.20 they 
were dismissed, to reassemble with their teachers in 
seats reserved for them in the main auditorium. At 
10.30 a combined service of church and Sunday- 
school began. The program given was as follows: 


Organ Voluntary. 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer, 

Song, “The Day of Resurrection.” 

Scripture reading, “The Living Christ.” 

eae “gg “Easter Proclaimed,” by a class of 
girls. 

Recitation, “Jesus is Risen,” by a class of boys. 

Prayer by the assistant pastor. 

Baptism and reception of new members. 

Song, “Ring the Joy Bells.” 

Exercise, “Easter Flowers,” by a class of girls. 

Building of the flower cross, 

Sunday-school offering for missions placed at 
the foot of the cross when flowers are 
brought forward. 

Song by the Primary Department. 
Regular church offering. 

Address by the pastor. 

Closing hymn. 

Benediction. 


The building of the cross began with the exer- 
cise “Easter Flowers,” each girl placing a flower in 
the cross after reciting her verse. Three members 
of the class then remained on the platform to assist 
in the work. Each member of the school was -pro- 
vided with a carnation for the exercise, nearly three 
hundred carnations being used in all. These were 
afterward sent to the sick of the parish. About fif- 
teen minutes were taken for the placing of the flowers, 
during which time the organist played softly. The 
little Beginners were the first to come forward, They 
and the children of the Primary Department marched 
up on one side of the platform, in front of the cross, 
and down again on the other side, to their seats. As 
they did so, they handed their flowers to the girls, 
who put them in the top of the cross. This was then 
moved forward to the edge of the platform; and the 
older pupils passed in front of it, placing their flowers 
themselves with slight assistance from the helpers. 
The Juniors were next in order after the Primary 
children, and their flowers went into the foot of the 
cross. Others followed in order of age and size, the 
members of each class being able to reach a little 
higher than those before them. The Bible Class came 
last of all. In the end, the whole framework was 
covered with pink and white carnations, making a 
beautiful emblem. 

In his address that followed, the pastor told of the 
meaning of the cross, typifying Christ’s death for us; 
and of the flowers that speak to us of his resurrec- 
tion; thus the service was made ai. impressive ore 
to the children. 


Bou.per, Cou. 
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LESSON II. 


Mark 6 : 1-31 


MARCH 2, 1918 


MARCH 17. JESUS SENDING FORTH THE TWELVE 


Golden Text.—Freely ye received, freely give.—Matthew 10 : 8 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE Rev. J- D. Jones, of Bournemouth, England, 
tells the story of one of the great cotton lords 
of Manchester who was supposed to be suffering 
from some special complaint, and who traveled all 
the way to Vienna to consult a great specialist on 
this particular disease, 

“You are an Englishman ?” the doctor said. 

“Yes,” replied the patient. 

“May I ask from what part of England you come?” 

“Manchester,” was the answer. 

“But why did you come from Manchester all the 
way to me? The greatest authority in the world lives 
in your own city”’—and he named one of the medical 
professors of the university there! 

“Prophets” still lack “honor in their own country.” 


Our Background Material 


Ask the class what journey and distance are repre- 
sented by “from thence . . . into his own country” 
(v. »; Show on a Bible map (such as is given in 
Arnold’s Chart of Christ Journeyings, to be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 20 cents) just 
what the journey was, and how far. Suggestions 
for map-making and locating, Jesus’ journeying are 
given by Mrs. Askew (1), and Mr. Rogers (3). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as qeherwiee noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those orticies will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It was a bold thing and a loving thing for Jesus 
to go back to Nazareth; Dr, Griffith Thomas (I, 1) 
explains why. Perhaps memories of his first rejec- 
tion were vividly in the minds of those whom Christ 
now addressed, and made their second rejection of 
him easier. On the other hand, we might well think 
that the marvelous things he had been doing in the 
intervening year could have reversed their first atti- 
tude and given him a glad, open-hearted, believing 
acceptance. Pucker’s Class (Mr. Rogers, 1-2) makes 
vividly realistic what the Nazareth people thought of 
Jesus. His reception as “he cometh into his own 
country” (v. 1) makes us think of the other passage, 
how “he came unto his own, and they that were his 
own received him not” (John 1:11). Nazareth was 
a type of Christ’s entire “own” people, the Jews. 

The “mighty works” (vs. 2, 5) are literally 
“powers” (Greek). Jesus had omnipotence; but even 
that infinite power ceuld not work when unbelief 
broke the connection between himself and those for 
whom he would gladly have poured it out. 

But Jesus could teach, even when he “could do no 
mighty work”; he was faithful in his testimony; he 
would leave them “without excuse” (Rom. 1:20); 
and Nazareth apparently had now had its last chance 
(D: Griffith Thomas, I, 2). 

When the time came to start his disciples on their 
special mission, away from himself, note the com- 
radeship of “two and two” that he arranged for 
(v..7). Dr. Robert Ellis Thompson brings out the 
s'ghificance of the pairing of the disciples remarkably 

his little book, “The Apostles as Everyday Men” 

he Sunday School Times Compar.y, 50 cents). The 

#verses by Keble, on page 123 of this issue, can be used 

in class. This two-by-two sending of the twelve is 
discussed by Dr. Grifhth Thomas (I, 4). 

This mission and comradeship of the twelve is sure 
to be entirely misunderstood and misap zlied unless 
the teacher fully explains the fundamental difference 
between what Christ here told his disciples to do, and 
what he told them to do as he sent them out later, 
after his resurrection, with the “Great Commission” 
(Matt. 28: 18-20). That Great Commission is ours to- 
day; but the commission given to the twelve in this 
lesson is not ours at all. 

Read carefully the parallel passage in Matthew 10: 
5-42, with the full record there of Jesus’ instructions 
as he sent forth the twelve on this their first mission. 
It was a very limited message and mission. They 
were not to go to the Gentiles, not even io the 
Samaritans; but only to “the lost eep of the house 
of Israel.” See Luke 9:1-6 also. They wer not to 
preach the Gospel ‘of grace which we have to-day; 
but that “the kingdom of heaven is at hand”; preach- 
ing “that men should repent.’ 

In other words, they were simply and definitely 
offering, to Israel only, the King, or Israel’s Mes- 
siah; for that King was now in Israel’s midst. If 

Israel nationally (not individually) accepted him, he 
would set up his kingdom and fulfil the Old Testa- 
ment kingdom promises for which true Israelites 


Devotional Rom. ro : 13-15; Isa. 40 
pets yen Teachers : Matt. 28 : ‘Sect hows: > 6-8; 2: 


1-4; —, a] 10. 
Jesus Feeding the Hi 
Lesson > Material : Mark y 7-13, oa 
jv nat Ready Give ye them to eat.—Mark 6 : 37. 
Junior emory Verse: Isa. 52 : 7. 
Intermediate T. 
Memory erses: Matt. 28 : 18-20. 
ae Material : Acts 1 : 6-8. 
Topic: The P. of the Gos; Christ. 
eye ney Material : Matt 28: 16-20 ; eet of 16; 1 Cor. 
19-34. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for ie proms in the lesson helps is 
7-13, jo 


7 And he calleth unto him the twelve, and began to send 
them forth by two and two; and he gave them authority 
over the unclean spirits; 8 and he charged them that they 
should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; 
no bread, no wallet, no } money in their 2 purse; 9 but to 
go shod with sandals: and, said he, put not on two coats. 
10 And he said unto them, Wheresoever ye enter into a 
house, there abide till ye depart thence. 11 And whatsoever 
place shall not receive you, and they hear you not, as ye 
go forth thence, shake off the dust that is under your 
feet for a testimony unto them. 12 And they went out, and 
preached that men should repent. 13 And they cast out 
many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick, 
and healed them... . 

30 And the apostles gathered themselves together unto 
Jesus; and they told him all things, whatsoever they had 
done, and whatsoever they had taught. 


1Gr. brass. *Gr. girdle. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








longed. Study carefully Dr. Scofield’s clear and 
illuminating treatment of this in his “Prophecy” 
article in this issue. See the editorial in the issue of 
February 16, “Why the Jew First?” The three- 
fold work of the disciples on this mission is dis- 
cussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 5). 

Have the class discuss how the fundamental dif- 
ference between the kingdom message of the dis- 
cipt2s, and later their grace message, bears upon and 
helps to interpret the difference in the instructions 
Jesus gave for each mission: first telling them to 
take little with them to provide for their temporal 
needs (vs. 8-10); later (Luke 22: 35, 36), changing 
his orders and telling them to equip themselves. So 
of the commission at the end of Mark (16:15): the 
disciples were not then to limit themselves to Israel, 
but were to preach the Gospel to the whole creation: 
belief and salvation then made up their message, not 
repentance and a kingdom. 

With this distinction between the disciples’ message 
of then and our message to-day, it is legitimate to 
give present-day missionary teaching and truth with 
this lesson; but the two must not be confused. Help- 
ful teaching material on the Gospel missionary com- 
mission of the New Testament and our wonderful 
present-day opportunity is given in the following 
points: Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6), with the re- 
maining paragraphs in that Section II; also Section 
III, The Graded Topics, in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ arti- 
cle. The universal obligation resting upon Christians 
to be missionaries was well brought out by Dr. Gren- 
fell’s unexpected reply (Round Table,1). Searching 
missionary questions are given by Mrs. Askew (2). 

Let the class distinguish between the two missions, 
of kingdom and of grace, in the various Ccripture 
passages mentioned with this lesson, pointing out 
which is which. The teacher might bring together 
on separate slips of paper all the Scripture material, 
from the Devotional Reading, the Additional Mate- 
rial for Teachers, the Junior Memory Verse, and the 
Additional Material for Senior and Adult Topic; and 
have the class decide in each case whether the Scrip- 
ture speaks of kingdom preaching or the Gospel of 
grace. Thus the Isaiah 40: 3-9 passage is kingdom 
preaching; Romans 10: 13-15 is the Gospel of grace. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


God must always marvel because of men’s unbelief ; 
and most of all because of believers’ unbelief. For 
belief is the easiest thing in the world. Belief, or 
faith, “does nothing, but lets God do it all.” Our life 
will be habitually full of “powers,” or mighty works, 
if we simply “remember Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:8) 
and thank him that he has done and is doing all that 
is needed for us all the time. 

And we can always and gladly respond to his calls. 
Christ had called the twelve before this time when 
“he calleth unto him the twelve” (v. 7), beginning 
with his call of the first disciples (John 1: 35-51) in 
March A. D. 27; then again the following winter 
(Mark I: 16-20) : and finally the definite .call or 
choice of the twelve, perhaps in May, A. D. 28 


(Mark 3: 13-19). Different calls of the apostles are 
discussed b r. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). We are 
called of Christ and unto Christ at our conversion; 
but after that we shall have, if we listen, many 
further and definite specific calls to specific service. 


Teaching Points 


Notice the fact that the Nazaren.s said only “the 
son of Mary,” not the son of Joseph (v. 3). 

The “wisdom” that was “given unto this man” 
(v. 2) was that same wisdom of which the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning (Psa. 111:10). We can 
all have it on the same terms; Christ took it that way, 
through his voluntary self-limitation (Phil. 2:7). 

One reason why we so often fail to have “honor 
in our own country” is because the people we are 
nearest see so plainly our sins and imperfections. 
That, praise God, was not true of Jesus. 


Reverently we may say that God can be made 
powerless; see Dr, Griffith Thomas’ par agraph “The 
Powerlessness,” in his Section IV, The Heart of the 
Lesson, For God has chosen to limit himself by our 
belief or unbelief, 

Shaking off the dust from their feet was the dis- 
ciples’ testimony against those who, refusing to re- 
ceive them, were thereby definitely rejecting their 
king and the proffered kingdom. 


Repentance is a part of the preaching of the king- 
dom, as John the Baptist’s message shows. It is not 
primarily a part of the offer of salvation by grace, 
for here not repentance, but simple faith, is the con- 
dition (John 3:16; 5:24; Acts 16: 30, 31). 

John the Baptist, greatest of the old dispensation 
prophets. (Matt. 11:11), who came with the message, 
not of grace, but of the kingdom, specifically offer- 
ing the Jews their king,—and that would have meant 
through them the king of the whole world,—dared ‘to 
rebuke an earthly king who had been placed over the 
Jews; and for this he laid down his life. For the 
Gentile world-system: which Herod represented, and 
the King of kings, are in necessary and permanent 
opposition to each other. At the coming of the King 
of kings the Gentile world-system will necessarily be 
ground to pieces and swept away, forever replaced by 
the kingdom on earth that John and Jesus and the 
apostles were then offering (Dan. 2: 44, 45). 

Let us praise God for the words “a few sick folk” 
who dared to believe the Son of God there in his own 
country of unbelief, so that he healed them (v. 5). 
God always has at least his few (Matt. 7: 14). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What characteristics as a human brother do you’ 


think Jesus must have had, in relation to his brothers 
and sisters in Mary’s home? (v. 3.) 

How would his work as a carpenter (v. 3) be dis- 
tinctive? : 

What do you believe was the substance of Jesus’ 
teaching at that time? (v. 6.) 

Could Jesus have doubled the extent of the mes- 
sage by sending the disciples forth one by one? 


What was the purpose of the action in verse 11? 

Was the healing mentioned in connection with 
anointing with oil natural or supernatural? 

What “all things” may have been included in the 
apostles’ report? (v. 30.) 

How much leisure and rest ought the Christian to 
have in this life? (v. 31.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Ministering to the Multitude (Mark 6 : 32-56). 


The man who tries to dodge the supernatural in 
the records of the life of Jesus had better do the 
simpler thing and give up the whole Bible. From 
start to finish Jesus’ earthly life was supernatural; 
not to be accounted for by any laws known to man or 
nature or science. He came from heaven to earth 
to place God’s omnipotence freely and parr: sae at 
the disposal of those who would receive him and be- 
lieve. Here are three staggeringly impressive experi- 
ences,—staggering to unbelief, that is. 


What characteristics have sheep and lost men in 
common? (v. 34.) . 

Was the disciples’ request (vs, 35, 36) reasonable? 

What word in Jesus’ reply (v. 37) ought to receive 
the most emphasis? 

What lesson, beyond the obvious one, can we see in 
the left-over food? (vs. 42, 43.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 












' LESSON FOR MARCH 17 (Mark 6: 1-31) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—This lesson falls about the middle of 


‘ Christ’s ministry, which was marked by wide and 
“great labors. First, there was a revisit to Nazareth 


(vs. 1-6), which is pretty certainly not the same as 

Luke 4: 16-30, but a second, in different circum- 

stances and with different features and tone. 
Date.—March, A, D. 29. 


Mark’s Gospel.—The second period of Christ’s 
ministry in Eastern Galilee is recorded from 3:13 to 
6:6, and the third from 6:7 to 7:23, so that this 
lesson includes parts of both. 

Books on the Lesson.— Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), pp. 142-146; R:ddle, “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Company, paper 
covers, 10 cents; stiff covers, 25 cents), sections 63- 
65; Croscup, “Historical Charts of the Life and Min- 
istry of Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), 
sections 74-77. For the Twelve, see “The Apostles 
as Everyday Men,” by R. E, Thompson (The Sunday 
School Times, 50 cents). For Eastern customs in 
verses 7-13, see Davis, “Bible Dictionary” (West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, $2.50), or Thomson’s 
“The Land and the Book” (Harper Brothers, New 
York, $2.40). 

Parallel Passages.— Matthew 9: 35 to 10: 42; 14: I- 
13; Luke 9g: I-9. 

I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

As there is such a great amount of material, care 
must be taken not to overload the treatment with 
detail. As the main topic is connected with the send- 
ing forth of the Twelve, perhaps verses 17-29 might 
be omitted, containing an entirely different subject. 

The Courageous Mission of the Master (vs. 1-6). 
Christ went from place to place in unwearied service 
(v. 1). The first revisit to his own country, Nazareth, 
‘was a special instance of his boldness and love, for 
not only had he been already rejected there once 
(Luke 4: 16-30), but his ministry as a whole was 
facing a great deal of opposition (Mark 4: 20-35; 
5:17). (1) . 

According to our Lord’s usual custom, he went into 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day to worship and 
also to teach. The effect on his hearers was astonish- 
ment, for they did not realize how one whom they 
knew so well could say and do all these wonderful 
things. This is the only place where Christ is act- 
ually mentioned as a carpenter. All Jewish boys were 
taught a trade (Acts 18:3). The most natural in- 
terpretation of this reference to his family is that 
the brothers and sisters were younger children of 
Mary, Joseph being pretty certainly dead by this time. 
Prejudice blinded the eyes of the inhabitants and 
they were “offended in him,” that is, in the literal 
meaning of the word, “scandalized,” and they again 
rejected him. Perhaps if he had gone as a stranger, 
things would have been very different (John 1:11). 

The effect on Christ was threefold: we see what 
he said (v. 4); What he felt (v. 6); and what he did 
(v. 6). He explained their attitude by a fanfiliar 
proverb, thereby claiming to be a prophet (Ezek. 
2:5). There are two things recorded in connection 
with which Christ “marvelled”; unbelief, as here, and 
faith in connection with the Roman centurion (Matt. 
8:10). When Nazareth refused him, other villages 
gained the advantage, and we never read of his re- 
turn to the place. This rejection is all the more re- 
markable by the contrast with his miracles done else- 
where (5: 1-43). (2) 

The Commencing Mission of the Twelve (vs. 7-13). 
The twelve apostles already chosen (3:14; Lesson 
6, February 10) had now been sufficiently trained 
during about nine months and were to be sent on a 
mission, Although Christ. had been rejected, he thus 
continued his work through them. It has_ been 
pointed out that, as the first period of the ministry 
in Galilee opened with the call of the Four (1: 16-20), 
the second with the choice of the Twelve (3: 13-19), 
so here the third opens with the mission of the 
Twelve,.in view of the need of extension, because 
of Christ’s popularity in general apart from rejec- 
tion. (3) 

The instructions indicate the careful and thorough 
work to be done. They were sent out two and two, 
probably for. companionship and mutual help (Eccl. 
4:9-12), each man’s character being the complement 
of the other (see the admirable treatment by Dr. R. 
E. Thompson, as above). They were given full au- 
thority over unclear spirits and they were sent to 
Jews alone (Matt. 10:5, 6). They were to be with- 
out any care as to food, or clothing, or lodging. (4) 

Their work was threefold: they were to preach the 
kingdom of God (Luke 9:2) and repentance as the 
way of entering it (Mark 6:12); they were to heal 
(vs. 7, 13) ; they were to warn, if the message were 
rejected (v. 11; Acts 13:51; 18:6, thus throwing the 
responsibility on the hearers. (5) 
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The Closing Mission of the Baptist (vs. 14-29). 
The fame of Christ naturally reached Herod, because 
both he and his disciples must have proclaimed the 
message and done wonderful works in many parts of 
Galilee. The result was that Herod and others ex- 
pressed opinions as to what it all meant, some saying 
that Elijah had come back again or one of the other 
prophets, while Herod felt sure it was ger the Bap- 
tist risen from the dead. Then Mark proceeds to 
tell the story of John’s imprisonment and death. 

The Completed Mission of the Disciples (vs. 30, 
31). The Apostles (this name is only found here in 
Mark) soon returned to their Master; they report in 
full what they had done and taught, and he responded 
by inviting them to come apart for rest.in a desert 
place. Servants of Christ do well to report to their 
Master from time to time the outcome of what they 
are enabled to say and do for him, 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matt. 28: 16-20; Acts 1: 6-8; 2: 1-4; 16:9, Io. 

Devotional Readings: Romans 10: 13-15. A great 
missionary passage including three truths: 1. Salva- 
tion is available for all; 2. Salvation must be offered 
to all; 3. Salvation should be carried to all (Isa. 40: 
3-9). A picture of the true worker: preparing for 
his work (vs. 3-5); proclaiming his message (vs. 
6-9). (6) 

1. Matthew 28:16-20, a great missionary com- 
mission with its four references to “all”: (1) the 
warrant, “all authority”; (2) the scope, “all the na- 
tions”; (3) the teaching, “all things”; (4) the assur- 
ance, “all the days” (Greek). 

2. Acts 1: 6-8, the Master’s last words on earth, in- 
cluding (1) the disciples’ testimony, and (2) the dis- 
ciples’ power. 

3. Acts 2: 1-4, the fulfilment of Christ’s promise as 
the necessary equipment for service: (1) the gift of 
the Spirit (vs. 1, 2); (2) the result (vs. 3, 4). 

4. Acts 16:9, 10, the first record of the Gospel in 
Europe: (1) the need expressed (v. 9); (2) the 
need recognized (v. 10) ; (3) the need met (v. 10). 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate Topic: Messengers of Christ. (Mem- 
ory Verses: Matt. 28: 18-20. Additional Material: 
Acts 1:6-8). The Duke of Wellington, with char- 
acteristic military insight, once called Matthew 28: 
16-20 Christ’s “marching orders,” and just prior to 
his ascension our Lord laid stress on four great 
truths connected with missionary work: (1) the com- 
mand (Matt. 28: 18-20); (2) the work, “my wit- 
nesses” (Acts 1:8); (3) the power, “the Holy 
Spirit”; (4) the field, “unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.” 

Senior and Adult Topic: The Power of the Gospel 
of Christ. (Additional Material: Matt. 28: 16-20; 
Rom, 1:16; 1 Cor. 1: 17-31). In Romans 1:16 and 
1. Corinthians 1: 17-31 Paul emphasizes his favorite 
theme of the Gospel as God’s power, a word being 
used from which we get our “dynamite.” Three ques- 
tions may be asked in this connection: What is the 
Gospel? The power of God. It has power to save, 
to sanctify and to satisfy. Why is it the power? Be- 
cause it reveals God’s righteousness (Rom. 1:17), 
God’s method of redemption by the provision of a 
righteousness for guilty and sin-stained man. How is 
it the power? Through Christ and his Cross (1 Cor. 
‘1:23, 24). The atoning sacrifice bestows the right- 
eousness and guarantees the power. Thus the Apostle 
was able to say in the face of this wonderful pro- 
vision, “I am not ashamed of :the gospel of Christ” 
(Rom. 1: 16). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The dominant thought of the passage is that of a 
mission, a sending forth on a special errand, Christ 
first went himself and then sent his disciples. 

1. The Purpose. It was love that prompted Christ 
to go to Nazareth once more, after he had been re- 
jected there. He was not willing that any should be 
lost without one more opportunity of accepting him. 

2. The Plan. He bore testimony in the synagogue 
(v. 2), doubtless telling them, as on a former occa- 
sion, of what he had come to be and to do (Luke 
4:18, 19). In the same way Christians are to be the 
witnesses of Christ’s grace and power (John 15: 27; 
Acts 1:8). 

3. The Powerlessness. The failure of Christ at 
Nazareth is impressive and saddening. “Familiarity 
breeds contempt,” and the people were absulutely un- 
willing to exercise faith in Jesus Christ. Whenever 
it was possible, the Lord always required the re- 
sponse of trust as the condition of blessing. 


4. The Persistence. Notwithstanding his rejection, 
there was no discouragement or despondency, but a 
new method was at once adopted, by means of his 
disciples. 


V. Leading Questions 


Collect and compare the three occasions when 
Christ spoke of the prophet in his own country, and 
note the force each time. 


What is the meaning of “offended”? Why was 
this so? 
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Why could Christ do no miracle at Nazareth? 
Explain the necessity of faith as a condition. 

Contrast the force of the two records of Christ 
“marvelling.” 

What principles underlie the temporary restrictions 
included in the instructions? (vs. 8-11.) 

What was the threefold work done by the 
Apostles? Me 

Illustrate the “two and two” from Acts and the 
Epistles. 

— the order of “done” and “taught” (Acts 
I:1). 

Wyc irre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HE detail of this lesson and of the connected pas- 

sages is not to be found in this or that prophetic 
writing, but the whole spirit and motive as well as 
the deeds themselves are intensely Messianic. The 
Shepherd-King is doing his work in the atmosphere 
permeated with the prophetic foreview. How fun- 
damental a thing it is in Bible study to heed the ad- 
monition to Timothy, “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim, 2:15). 
Jesus. and the twelve were not planting churches 
throughout Galilee and Judea. The word “church” 
had not yet been uttered. Israel’s Messiah had ap- 
peared, and was doing Messiah’s work in Israel. He 
was, it cannot be too often repeated, “A minister of 
the circumcision,” and as such his mission was, “to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers” (Rom. 
15:8). Held as yet in reserve was his present 
mighty work to the end “that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy” (Rom. 15:9). Israel 
was the heir of great promises (Isa. 7:14, 15; 9:6, 
7; 11: 1-9; Jer. 23: 5-8; 31:31, 40). That our Lord’s 
ministry at his first advent was primarily to Israel is 
directly asserted in the commission to the twelve: 
“Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any 
city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather 
to ~ lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 
10: 5, 6). 2 

Not till his rejection by Israel and his approaching 
sacrificial death at their hands have been twice an- 
nounced to the disciples does the “mercy to the 
Gentiles” come into view. Even then it is still as 
prophecy, “I will build my church” (Matt. 16: 18), 
and it was “from that time forth” that Jesus “began 
to show unto his disciples” his death and resurrec- 
tion (Matt. 16: 21). 

Think of Jesus, therefore, in the time of our les- 
sons for this quarter as Israel’s Messiah, the Christ 
e God, preaching the kingdom of heaven to the 

ews. 

Douc.Laston, Lonc IsLanp, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Good Red Hematite.—He calleth ... the twelve... 
to send them forth by two and two (v. 7). They 
were just ordinary average men like you drummers, 
insurance agents, lawyers, doctors, merchants, manu- 
facturers, etc., who do your best work when hooked 
up two by two. We do not know much about this 
twelve, for the Book magnifies only the one name. 
What we do know shows they were made of the com- 
mon clay. Peter could lie and swear. James and 
John were vindictive. Thomas had to be shown. 
Judas was crooked. None of them seem to have had 
anything angelic about them at the start so far as we 
have any record. Heaven, like our mills, gets the best 
results by starting with the raw material. Men in 
the ore. And do its own handling of all the many, va- 
rious processes. This “by two and two” combina- 
tion was an important part of the process in working 
up this Galilee hematite into the choice apostolic 
product. (You won’t catch the force of this sentence 
unless you take your dictionary and find why hema- 
tite iron ore is so called. It is from the Greek) 
(Matt. 20:22, 23; Acts 12:2). This is why every 
Christian should have a chum for the best Christian 
development. Another fellow is excellent, but a good 
wife is excellentest. The two sad sights Heaven 
looks down upon are a Christian worker with an out- 
of-tune wife and a Christian workess with a key-stuck 
husband. But call in the Piano Man to fix things up, 
and—well, you get music that sounds to Paradise! 
(Acts 18: 26; Rom. 16: 3, 4; 1 Cor. 16: 19.) 


Trust.—Nothing for their journey; ... no bread, 
no wallet, no money (v. 8). Every little while some- 
thing rolls into Coatesville along the Lincoln High- 
way “working” its way from “coast to coast,” with 
no bread, no wallet, no money. Some years ago it 
was a bunch of converts from the Bowery Mission, 
New York, headed by De Soto, a Spaniard, on their 
way to the Klondike. The other day it was two big 
husky men rolling a big iron-bound hogshead. To-day 
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it was a tramp, pulling a boys’ express 
wagon with his traps upon it. To-mor- 
row it will be somebody else trying to 
get out of good day after day industry 
y working an “easy” public. Now this 
two and two preaching trip was nothing 
of this sort. In that land the life was 
simple and hospitality was a part of re- 
ligion. Jesus would have the people 
given full opportunity to develop the 
best in them and to do what they would 
delight to do. Jesus would poe & teach 
his disciples not to depend upon them- 
selves for support, The ideal preacher 
is the one without salary. The preacher 
who is not ideal is the one who tries to 
make money beyond his salary by taking 
on a side line of some sort. Dr. James 
M. Farrar, one of Brooklyn’s popular 
preachers, and noted for his Junior Con- 
gregation, told m- that his ambition 
was to have an income to secure his 
bread and butter, and to spend his days 
telling the old, old story without thought 
of money. It seems to add to a relig- 
ious service, and especially to an evan- 
gelistic one, when there is no appeal for 
money. Many a good meeting has been 
spoiled by the switch of the financial 
tail of it! (Matt. 6:25; Heb. 13: 5, 6.) 


The Baptism That Counts.—Shake off 
the dust that is under your feet fora 
testrmony unto them (v. 11). If the 
Gospels teach one thing stronger than 
another it is that the rejection of a mes- 
sage {rom heaven is serious business for 
the rejecters. When any one you are 
trying to help into godliness,—and from 
thence automatically into happiness and 
prosperity,—rejects you and your teach- 
ing and preaching, what do you do? 
Get mad and quit? Or do you go home 
with sad heart, and entering your closet 
close the door and tell Jesus all about it, 
and ask him not to lay the rejection too 
hard against poor Smith? It you have 
delivered your message with a full 
heart from preacher’s desk or teacher's 
chair you have nothing to reproach 
yourself with. You have done your best. 
An angel could do no more. The re- 
sponsibility is with the rejecter of the 
salvation. But if you are not very sad, 
and really don’t very much care, this is 
probably the cause of your | failure. 
Listen! Folks who have done great 
things in this world for men have been 
those who carried people in their hearts 
and baptized them in their tears. Con- 
sult all great missionaries and all great 
reformers. Here in Coatesville we 
preach temperance to our foreigners 
and negroes, and boil with indignation 
to see the awful waste and sottishness. 
But our hearts go out in pity as we see 
them wallowing in sin and poverty. 
When the hard times come and the mills 
shut down and Booze is jobless, we go 
out with bread and minister and help. 
But we never get mad and quit, crying 
“What’s the use?” (Gal. 6:9; Luke 9: 
62.) 


Why They Don’t Hold Out.—Thcy 
out, and preached that men should 
nt (v. 12). Note what these first 
achers were directed to preach. Re- 
ntance is the first thing that must be 
put on board for the upward journey. 
The why of the failure of most of the 
“don’t-hold-outs” is because they never 
had repented. They had no godly sor- 
row for sin. It is very easy to get reli- 
gion. With the stirring music, the puls- 
ing crowd, the magnetic preacher, it is 
easy to “hit the trail,” and take a seat 
on one of the front rows of benches 
along with many others. But to get 
down on your knees in the sawdust by 
the side of the rough old bench, and not 
so much as lifting the eyes to heaven 
cry, “God be merciful to me, a sinner,”— 
well, that is quite a different thing. I 
have noticed that the “trail-hitters” of 
this sort, when they come up out of lives 
of gross sin, are usually the ones that 
“hold out.” These are the ones that 
really repented, and. the Holy Spirit bap- 
tized them into the Kingdom for keeps 
(Luke 18:13; John 10:28, 29). Many 
folks are like the old Midway gang. 
Dick Strode’s apple orchard was our 
chronic summer temptation, to which 
most every Midway boy yielded. Dick 
was always expecting us when = the 
Queen apples (1 can taste their spiciness 
even yet) put on their pink stripes and 












crispy mellowness. But while many of 
us had good reason to be sorry Dick 
caught us, I never knew a boy who ever , 
repented of having gone over, under, or | 
through the fence. As a result we were | 
always back on the orchard-robbing job 
until we got too big for the business. A 
man must really repent before he can 
get the new life. The vessel must be 
emptied of the old stuff before it can be 
filled with the new. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Hlustration Round-Tabie 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that <xplains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp, All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 

Iden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


His Answering Question.—They went 
out, and preached (v. 12). Dr. Gren- 
fell tells a story of how, at a dinner 
given in his honor, a lady remarked to 
him: “Is it true that you are a mis- 
sionary?” “Isn’t it true that you are?” 
was his unexpected reply. Do we ever 
stop to think of it?—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (1) 


Are We Preaching ?—And they went 
out, and preached (v. 12). Many years 
ago a young fellow by the name of 
Wray, a student at Princeton College, 
applied for appointment as a foreign 
missionary. He was a thoroughly good 
man, but not very quick in respect to 
learning, and when he reached the field 
of his prospective labors he found it 
difficult to master the language. But 
though the simple natives could not un- 
derstand his talk, they could understand 
his walk. One day when they, accord- 
ing to the custom in those countries, 
were seated in a circle on the ground, 
listening to the instruction of one of 
their teachers, the question was asked, 
“What is it to be a Christian?” And 
none could answer. But finally one 
pointed to where this young man sat, 
and replied: “It is to live as Mr. Wray 
lives.”. Not one of them could read the 
Gospel according to Matthew, to Mark, 
to Luke, or to John; but every one there 
could read the Gospel according to 
Wray.—From G. Thomas Dowling, 
D.D, Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham 
Hill, London, Eng. 


The Smuggled Tobacco.—J ohn, whom 
I beheaded, he is risen (v. 16). An old 
sailor, who in his young days had been 
a smuggler, and had been imprisoned 
for the offense, said, “One day there 
was a Revenue cutter heading straight 
for us, and we had on board a cargo of 
smuggled "baccy. Well, if we were 
caught we knew that every man of us 
would go to gaol, and the ship would 
be sawn in two and the ’baccy confis- 
cated, so we pitched the stuff overboard 
as fastas we could. When the cargo had 
nearly all gone overboard, the captain 
sent up the cabin-boy to report the ap- 
proach of the cutter, In a trice he was 
downstairs again, his face as white as a 
sheet, and gasping for breath. ‘What is 
it?’ cried the captain, fearing some fresh 
disaster. ‘The ’baccy’s overboard, cap- 
tain,’ gasped the boy, ‘but it won’t sink!’ 
Yes, there was the tobacco floating all 
around the ship, proclaiming our guilt.” 
So Herod had slain John, but the guilt 
of his deed would not down.—From the 
Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


Wanted It to Abound.—Freely give 
(Golden Text). “What is God’s part of 
my five dollars, mother?” A little bit 
of a boy asked that question.. He had 
just had a birthday, with six candles on 
his cake. His uncle had given him five 
dollars, and the. Editor-of The Sunday, 
School Times, who is.. his -friend; :had 
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given him a Testament, leather-bound, 
turned down edges. One day Richard 
opened his Testament at random, and 
putting his finger on a verse ran to 
mother to read it for him. “I desire 
fruit that may abound to your account” 
(Phil. 4: 17) was the verse. “I want some 
fruit to abound to my account,” the lad 
had said, when mother explained the 
verse; and fifty cents, God’s part of his 





five dollars, he declared, was not enough. | 


It must be one whole shining silver dol- 
lar! How to invest God’s dollar+all 
day he and mother considered and 
planned. “A dollar would buy a Christ- 
mas box for a Belgian soldier,” sug- 
gested father, when he came home at 
night.—From The Sunday School Times. 
7, by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, 


Why Not Enjoy Ourselves ?—Freely 
give (Golden Text). “Here’s a nickel 
for you, my man,” she said to the frayed 
and ragged-looking individual who stood 
under the porch with extended hand. 
“I’m not giving it to you for charity’s 
sake, but merely because it pleases me.” 
“Thankee, but couldn’t you make it a 
quarter and enjoy yourself thoroughly, 
ma’am?”—From the Pittsburgh Chron- 
icle-Telegraph. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Two Hatchways.—Freely ye received, 
freely give (Golden Text). At a sailors’ 
meeting a seaman prayed, “Lord, make 
us ships with two hatchways; one to 
take in cargo, and the other to give it 
out.” Paul knew its answer, “I have 
received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you.” We are not store- 
houses, we are ships, intended to trade 
with the heavenly country and bring 
supplies for a needy world. Always 
loading ends in overloading; if we un- 
load, we shall soon be reloaded.—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


ye 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the testimony of thy Word 
of thine own faith in thy disciples. We thank 
thee that the equipment that thou didst 
count important for them was their obedi- 
ence to thy will. Wilt thou to-day help us 
to understand the deep blessing of resting 
quietly in thee for whatever may be the 
work to which thou dost call us. Help us.to 
go deeper into the inner spirit of thy Word. 
Dear Lord, wilt thou make us keen and ready 
for every task that thou dost give us to do. 
May we learn from these words of thine to 
thy disciples of old to have their spirit and 
their courage to speak for thee, as we take 
up the message for thee in our own day and 
place. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—-A business man 
who had been saved from a life of open 
sin by the power of Christ made up his 
mind to preach Christ wherever he 
could. He found that he could not al- 
ways attend meetings, but he said that 
no matter where he might be he could 
usually get together a little group of 
men with whom he could talk about 
Christ. He said that most churches in 
the towns where he had been had no 
meetings on Friday evenings, so he could 
call together a group of men from any 
neighborhood for a little talk about 
Christ on that evening without inter- 
fering with usual church meetings. “I 
begin with the men who know me,” he 
said, “and then I work out through them 
to the others. They know what kind of 
man I have been, ane they now see that 
I have the real thing, and they are in- 
terested to hear what I may want to say 
about it. In this way I can preach 
Christ wherever I am.” Then pointing 
with a smile to a little pile of books on 
a desk near by, he said, “These are my 
tools.” In that package were a diction- 
ary and two versions of the Bible, and 
a Christian ‘Workers’ - Manual, all tied 
up together by a rubber band in a little 
bundle. 

How many of us think we need a good 
many more tools than the business man 
carried .with him with which to work? 
Why, there-is more to be done than we 
can possibly imagine, if we just look 
around.a little, right among. the . people 


.we know..-We.don’t need. big crowds. 








MARCH 2, 1918 


* 


Sometimes just to speak with one other 
person would be the biggest meeting we 
could possibly hold, Jesus sent his dis- 
ciples out to do a definite work for him. 
He is expecting us to carry on his, mes- 
sage. Are we waiting for an equip- 
ment that we may never have, or are we 
willing to push out ‘and speak a word 
for him wherever we can? 








RITING FOR T)OSSIBLE 
ORKING WITH L” RESENT ouraeur 
WHICH? 











When Jesus says, “Go,” cannot we 
trust him, and start? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“TI am happy in the service of the King.” 
“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 

“ Lift up the gospel banner.” 

“Go and tell unto all the gospel story.” 
“ Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 

“Take my life, and let it be.” 

“Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.” 

* Lead on, O King eternal.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No, 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 9 and 145 (20). 
Psalm 96: 1-13 (192). 
Psalm 66 : 8-20 (139). 
Psalm 22 : 22-31 (43). 
Psalm 135 : 1-21 (274). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—To-day’s Primary story is 

related in all four Gospels: Study 
parallel accounts. It affords a strong 
opportunity to present Missionary Giv- 
ing, with reference to the approaching 
Easter offering. 

It should emphasize “Food Conserva- 
tion,” to save that we may supply food 
for others. 

Lesson Teaching—Food is one of 
God’s Good Gifts. 

Before the Lesson. — During last 
winter all Sunday-schools of North 
America were asked to give money to 
provide something to eat for the starv- 
ing children of Armenia and Syria, who 
live near where Jesus lived when a 
child. Thousands of dollars were given. 

The children of one Primary Depart- 
ment gave $73 to care for two French 
orphans, a boy and girl, for a year. 

Review.—When Jesus lived on earth 
he always felt sorry for people who 
were poor, hungry, sick, suffering, or in 
trouble of any kind. 

Sometimes all, sometimes a few, of 
Jesus’ disciples were with him to hear 
and see what he did and to learn how to 
do the work which he had for them to 
do. At Jairus’ home, Peter, James, and 
John were with Jesus when he took the 
little daughter’s hand and said, Arise; 
and to her mother he said, Give her 
something to eat. 

Intervening Events—Sometimes they 
visited near-by towns. They went to 
Nazareth where Jesus used to live. But 
the people didn’t care much for him and - 
did not listen very well. They said, Is 
he not just the carpenter’s son? Where 
did he become so wise? 

They said to him, Do here the things 
which you did in Capernaum. Jesus 
would not do miracles just to show his 
power, but he did kind deeds to help 
others, and healed a few sick folks in 
Nazareth. Then he taught in near-by 
villages. , 

Then one day Jesus called his twelve 
disciples and sent them two by two to 
teach and work in other villages. As we 
name them let us imagine which twos 
went together : 

“ Peter and Andrew,. James and John, 

Fishermen of Capernaum, 





























LESSON FOR MARCH 17 (Mark 6 : 1-31) 


Thomas and St. Matthew, too, 

Philip and Bartholomew, 

James the Less, and Jude the Brave, 
Simon the zealous, and Judas the knave.” 


Lesson Story.—The Bible does not tell 
how long they were away. When they 
came back they wanted to tell Jesus 
what had happened. People crowded so 
near that there was little chance to talk. 
Jesus said, Let us go away a little while 
for a rest. They entered a boat and 
started across the sea to a quiet place 
on the other side. 

People who saw the boat leave fol- 
lowed along the shore and were soon 
at the place where the boat landed. 
Other people came who were on their 
way to Jerusalem. There was no chance 
for the quiet visit with Jesus which the 
disciples wanted. 

People wanted to hear him teach and 
gladly listened all day. Toward even- 
ing the disciples wanted Jesus to send 





them away to near-by villages to buy | 
something to eat before they went home. | 


Jesus said, Give ye them to eat. 
could they, when they had brought no 
bread and had but little money? 
Andrew found a boy (John 6:8) who 
had five small loaves, like flat biscuits, 
and two little dried fishes. The boy 
willingly gave them to Jesus, who 
blessed the food before he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples to pass to 


the people, who, were sitting in orderly | 


groups on the grass. 

There was enough dor all, more than 
5,000 men, besides women and children. 
Twelve baskets of broken pieces were 
gathered up so that no food was wasted. 
(Enlarge upén all these incidents.) 


After the Story.—President Wilson 
and his helpers have asked every child 
and grown person not to waste one bit 
of food, that we may save enough to 
give to the soldiers to eat, and to suffer- 
ing people in many countries where war 
has been. Inquire whether “Food Con- 
servation” cards hang in the wirtdows 
of the homes. 

We may sing another verse of .the 
hymn which we started last Sunday, 

“ Bless the mothers and the children, 

In the homes they keep; 
Give them daily bread dnd shelter, 
Guard their sleep.” 
(Tune—“Bullinger,” found in Church Hym- 
nals.) 


Expression—Let each child tear or 
cut out a basket and draw inside five 
small circles to remind them of the 
boy’s gift. 


How | 


THE SUNDAY 


the girls as they read of his family ties, 
the very incredulity of his old neighbors 
as to his being anything more than a 
mere man, a carpenter, being to us now 
most precious evidence that he was 
“very man” as truly as we know he was 
“very God.” 

And so,—at least here is one reason,— 
he sent forth the twelve, two and two, 
with his own authority to do mighty 
works. Ask some girl to read Mat- 
thew 10: 2-4 for a probable grouping of 
the disciples for this work. Here is 
your opportunity to use the Home Study 
assignment as well as to give a bit of 
time to recalling the lesson for Feb- 
ruary 10 in review. Thus will be an- 
swered the first question under heading 
II, Whom did Jesus send? 

The next point to discover is, to whom 
did he send these witnesses of himself? 
Matthew 10:5 and 6 answers that ques- 
tion clearly. 

Call for the little maps made at home, 
and have reproduced on them your work 
on your larger one on the board or that 
homemade paper one you can mark as 
you choose. Locate Capernaum, Jesus’ 
headquarters for all this period of his 
ministry, and Nazareth and Cana and 
Nain on the west side of the lake, and 
Bethsaida and Gadara on the east, trac- 
ing with pencil lines his many short 
journeys through all that region, (1) 

Now comes our third question: What 
did these men witness to? Think of 
the scenes they had so recently passed 
through with their Master: the storm on 
the lake, the casting out of the legion of 
demons, the raising of Jairus’ little 


| daughter from death to life—and you 


can realize what the “kingdom” they 
preached (Matt. 10:7) meant to them. 
Even as they had seen him give, without 
stint, of his love and power, so they 
gave (Matt. 10:8 and Mark 6: 12, 13), 
and came back to him rejoicing in his 
life lived in and through them (Mark 
6:30). But who can doubt what these 
twelve men had become in Christ Jesus? 
Their own. transformed natures and 
faces, so quickly noted as they went 
about among their own fellow-country- 
men,—were not these the most convinc- 


| ing testimony they bore, the very best 
| they had to give, having so freely re- 


Ask them to write inside of | 


each circle one, five, or ten cents to in- | 


dicate the five pieces of money each 
would like to bring for the Easter offer- 
ing. 
Peoria, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


I. By a searching of our own hearts 
as teachers sent by our Master. 
II, Whom did Jesus send? To whom? 


What did they have to give? How 
were they to give? 
III. Are you sent? To whom? How? 


What have you to give? 














HE two beautiful story-lessons pre- | 


ceding this one should have prepared 


the way for this one of heart-searching, | 


personal application. 

I. Make every word of Miss Haver- 
gal’s masterpiece your prayer all the 
week before meeting your girls, 

“ Lord, speak to me that I may speak 

In living echoes of Thy tone; 

As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 

Thine erring children, lost and lone.” 


(Study the rest of the hymn.) 

(Here is another wonderful memory 
hymn for your girls if you think they 
are ready for it. The answer to 
such prayer alone will fit you to be “sent 
forth” to your girls on Sunday morn- 
ings. Then pray, teach, pray.) 

II. Begin your class-work by reading, 
with Gospels open, Mark 6:1-6 as in- 
troduction to the lesson verses, 7-13, 
which follow. The reality of the hu- 
manity of Jesus ought to come home to 





ceived these? After all, it is what he 
has done for us, in us, with us, that is 
our strongest testimony to our fellows. 

Has he done nothing for you? Then 
your accounts of what he has done for 





i such on Opportunity ? 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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others will be of little avail. It is per- 
sonal testimony that counts. 

And last: ow did they give? The 
minute details of Jesus’ instructions may 
be reviewed if time permits, (Mark 6: 
8-11), but the crowning point is in that 
one adverb “freely” (Matt. 10:8). 

III. Last, press home the personal 
issue. Are you sent forth? To whom? 
How? What have you to give? Surely 
you cannot miss the true roots of all 
missionary (“sent forth”) activity in 
sucha lesson. And, after all, the answer 
to all these personal questions that face 
every Christian girl hinges on the an- 
swer to that last question of all: Have 

ou been with him as these men had? 

as he been accepted as the Master of 
our daily life as he was of theirs? 
Do you know him as they did, so you 
can witness to his saving and transform- 
ing love and power? Then, though you 
be as commonplace a person as these 
Galilean fishermen were, you have some- 
what to give—give it freely. (2) 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Mark 6: 32-56 

Assign the reading of this miracle in 
each of the four Gospels to four girls 
that not one item of its inspiration shall 
be missed in class, 

Ask the class to read so carefully that 
they can locate the scene of this Bowe 
on their own note-book maps without 
your aid, before coming to class. Use 
these maps, mark them as needed, for 
every lesson. 

ATLANTA, GA, 


we 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Introduction: The difficulties of home 
life. 

Teaching points: Christianity a heal- 
ing, cleansing power; a paid ministry 
Scriptural; every Christian a messenger. 

Illustrations: Map; story’ of the jani- 
tor; Henry Ward Beecher’s church; a 
traveling man’s badge. ; 











Wseret is it hardest to, keep the 
Scout law?” began teacher last 
Sunday. (1) 
“At home,” we all shouted together. 
“They pick at you so,” complained 
Bumps. 
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“They rer at your being a Scout,” 
declared Bulldog, “and treat you just 
like a kid.” 


“Did you know that his home folks 
treated Jesus the same way?” inquired 
teacher. Then we were all surprised, 


until he had us read the first three verses 
of the lesson. (2) 

Otr home study questions brought out 
the facts that his own country meant 
Nazareth, where Jesus was brought up. 
Carl located it on the map, stuck in a pin 
and ran a black thread over to it from 
Capernaum. Jesus had been back there 
and preached once before (Luke 4: 16- 
30), and they even tried to kill him. But 
he didn’t hold it against them, and now 
tries once more to bring them his bless- 
ing, It wasn’t any use, however. They 
just laughed at him and he could only 
help a few. (3) 

“But he did his best,” declared teacher, 
“and we must not give up trying to be 
kind and helpful at home, even if they 
do find fault instead of saying thank 
you. 

Lots of other villages wanted Jesus 
to visit them, and he did go where he 
could, but of course it was impossible 
for him to reach them all. So he sent 
out his troop, two by two, to represent 


im. 

“What was their special mission?” 
asked teacher, and from verses twelve. 
and thirteen we saw that they were to 
deliver a message, just as we Scouts 
delivered President Wilson’s Flag Day 
Address, only they had to tell the mes- 
sage everywhere with their own lips. 
They were to drive out devils, too, and 
heal the sick. 

“Why doesn’t Jesus send his disciples 
out like that now?” asked Fatty. 
Teacher looked surprised and had us 
all turn to Matthew 28:18-20 where 
Jesus told all his followers to go every- 
where with his message of love. Teacher 
went on to explain that we are all to 
represent Jesus, some in Terre Haute, 
some in Philadelphia, some in China, 
wherever he leads us to live. Every 
Christian is to be a missionary, deliv- 
ering Christ’s message and helping peo- 
ple in every way he can. 

“But we can’t drive out devils and 
heal the sick,” objected Bumps. Teacher 
agreed that but few individuals now 
have the gift of healing power, but 
Christianity as a whole is a wonderful 
healing agency. The spirit of mercy 
that builds hospitals and organizes Red 
Cross activities all comes from Christ. 
Heathenism builds no hospitals, medi- 
cal missionaries probably heal more in 
a year than Jesus did in his whole 
earthly life, and all in the name of 
Christ; and organized Christianity is 
driving out the evil spirits of intemper- 
ance, ignorance, and impurity. 

“It doesn’t look right for preachers 
and missionaries to take money for their 
work now,” spoke up Bulldog, “when 
Jesus wouldn’t let them do it then.” 

“On the other hand,” replied teacher, 
“verses eight, nine, and ten distinctl 
teach that such workers should be as 
They were not to live on their own food 
and money earned in some other occu- 
pation, but were to be supported wholly 
by the people to whom they preached.” 

We were all surprised at that, for 
we had taken those verses the other way. 
So teacher had us look up that passage 
in 1t Corinthians 9:7-14,° where Paul 
says so plainly that a minister ought to 
be supported by his church. 

Of course we can’t all be regular 
preachers, but teacher says we must all 
tell about Jesus by word and life and 
stand firm against all evil. Then we 
shall be good disciples. He told a story 
about a man who joined our church 
once, and when the minister asked him 
what led him to Christ he replied that 
the kind courtesy of the church janitor 
made him want to be a Christian like 
that. Teacher thinks that janitor was 
a real missionary right here in Terre 
Haute, He says the preacher can’t do 
much just by his sermons on Sunday. 
The people have all got to “go ye.” He 
told how Henry Ward Beecher gave his 
church-members credit for his success 
because they went.out all the week and 
spread by word and deed the Gospel 
they heard from him on Sunday. 
Teacher passed around a badge of a 
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traveling men’s association that has on it 
the picture of a suit case, to show that 
they are always hustling around, He 
thinks every Christian ought to have the 
same spirit, always hustling around for 
converts; fishers of men, you know. I'll 
bet some folks haven’t even baited a 
hook for a year. 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 6: 32-56 

To what did Jesus invite his dis- 
ciples? (v. 31.) 

What is meant by desert? (v. 32.) 

What interruption spoiled their rest? 

Why were these people so anxious to 
be with Jesus? 

What moved Jesus to give up his own 
ease? 

How can we save food now? 

Terre Haute, Ino. 





| / or Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








March 11 to 17 
Mon.—Mark 6: 7-13, 30. 
Jesus Sending Forth the Twelve. 
Fellowship and communion must issue 
in service, and therefore those whom our 
Lord called to be with him must now go 
forth to represent him. They went, not 
at their own charges, for he gave them 


power, thetefore failure in the divinely | 


given mission was unthinkable and vic- 
tory assured. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
women of the land may know more than 
ever the value of sacrifice; for all 
patriotic work taken up by them; for 
their share in helping to comfort the 
sorrowing and suffering on account of 
the war; for Red Cross auxiliaries and 
helpers. 


Tues.—Luke 5: 1-11. Called to Service. 


The astonished fishermen were to see 
still greater things, for instead of catch- 
ing- fish they should: catch men. How 
literally true the prediction was is illus- 
trated by Pentecost, when by Peter’s 
preaching three thousand souls were in 


one day added to the Church. Soul- 
saving is the soul of service. 
Prayer Succestions: Let daily prayer 


ascend for the suffering homes which 
this awful war is creating; for widows 
and fatherless; for the lamed and 
maimed soldiers; for those young and 
sweet lives who by this cruel scourge 
have had their rosy ambitions blasted 
forever; for all famine stricken lands. 


Wed.—Matt. 23: 16-28. 
Commissioned to Serve. 
To carry the Gospe!i to all nations 
was a task of colossal magnitude. A 
mere handful of men thus commissioned 
will indicate from what small begin- 
nings the Church of God has grown. 
Note the word of command, “Go.” 
Christ has never repealed the word, 
which still indicates the Church’s task. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for gentle- 
ness and meekness; for freedom from 
impatience and irritability; for grace to 
cultivate the art of contentment wher- 
ever the iot may be cast. Pray for those 
who repcatedly fall out by the way, and 
who are daily painfully conscious of 
their weakness; help such by prayer. 


Thurs.—Acts 1: 6-8; 2: 1-4. 
Anointed for Service. 

The enduement of power is the prime 
essential to successful service. To 
attempt to, work for God without the 
anointing is like attempting to propel 
an ocean greyhound by puffing at its 
sails with our breath, These men 
turned the world upside down by the 
power of the Spirit of God. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for India. 
It is said there are two hundred and 
ninety-one millions of a population, of 
whom one hundred millions have never 
heard the name of Jesus even in blas- 
phemy. The numbers express a fact 
which we do not appreciate. India is a 





land of vast multitudes and gigantic 
| need. 


Fri.—Romans 10 : 6-15. 

The Message of the Servants. 
The burden of the preacher’s message 
| must be the “ministry of reconcilia- 
| tion” by the atoning blood of the Lamb. 

Preachers are ambassadors whose mes- 
| sage is not their own, therefore they 
| cannot preach except they be sent, for 
they would lack credentials. Being 
sent, they must preach the preaching he 
bids them. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
ability to persevere in prayer. It is the 
continued, importunate, unwearied prayer 
which prevails. Pray for ee, to ap- 
propriate the thing asked for, and for 
grace when granted to use the answer 
to and for the glory of God; for un- 
selfishness in prayer. 


Sat.—Luke 14: 16-24. A Faithful Servant. 


It is a cold reception which the Gos- 
pel receives, for invited ones are prolific 
in excuses why they should decline its 
| offers. erfectly legitimate .things may 
' readily »ecome obstacles to our entrance 
| into the Kingdom. “They who will not 
| have Christ when they may shall not 
, have him when they would.” 
| Prayer Succestions: Give thanks for 
| the fulfilment of the great prophecies 
| concerning Israel and her land. God is 
rapidly taking out a people from the 
Gentiles for his name, and a remnant, 
according to the election of grace, from 








Israel. Pray for all Israel and all Gos- 
pel work done ‘among’ the Jewish 
people. 


Sun.—Psa. 9: 1-13. 

| Show Forth His Salvation. 
| Salvation which is once embraced 
| must be lived out by us, and we must 
express in daily life its power over us. 
We need not argue about nor enter into 
controversy over the matter, simply 
show it. Let your light so shine before 
men that God may be glorified. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray to make 
the Sabbath day different from any 
other; that it may be a true rest day, 
not only from physical toil and labor, 
but from fretting, anxiety and worry; 
that to-day miany may enter tnto rest 
by believing in Jesus the great Rest- 
giver. 

New York Cry. 
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| Books That Are 


Worth Knowing | 





American Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Diary, 1918 (Arranged and compiled 
by Mary Parker Converse).—With its 
lists of English and French coins, a 
calendar for 1918 and 1919, and a place 
for brief notes each day, this little 
diary, small enough to slip into the vest 
pocket, or kit bag, will be useful to any 
soldier or sailor. A _ brief. quotation 
heads each page, some being from the 
Bible, and others from great writers 
and men of to-day. The book is pref- 
aced by a message from President Wil- 
son, and at the end one or two prayers 
are given, (E. P. Dutton and Company, 
New York, 60 cents net.) 


The Red Indian Fairy Book (By 
Frances Jenkins Olcott).—Indian le- 
ends about the birds and beasts and 
owers, and tales of the wind and rain- 
bow and sun and moon and stars, make 
up a volume of stories sure to delight 
all children, and likely to interest 
younger boys and girls when told in a 
telling way. The stories as retold by 
Miss Olcott make such easy reading 
that the children may read them them- 
selves. The author is at the very head 
of her profession, and was for years 
Director of the Children’s Department 
at the Pittsburgh Carnegie Library. Her 
book on “Children’s_ Reading” is the 
authoritative volume on that subject, 
and should be in the hands of all parents 
concerned that their children read only 
the best and noblest books. (Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston, $2 net.) 


The Way of Life Made Plain (By 
Norman H. Camp).—A new edition of 
100,000 copies of this remarkably help- 
ful tract has been printed, making the 
number published in English, Italian, 
and Spanish, nearly 2,000,000. It is a 
four-page folder with a diagram, de- 
picting in a simple way the danger of 
treading the wide road that leads to 
destruction, and pointing out how, at 
the Cross, the sinner may turn aside 
from coming judgment and eternal pun- 
ishment into a life that brings the Lord 
Jesus Christ into the heart and life and 
leads to heaven, The author is an even- 
gelist whose ministry has been greatiy 
blessed. Any one desiring a few copies 
can secure them by sending a two-cent 
stamp to Mr. Camp’s home address, 
5416 Winthrop Avenue, Chicago. (Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 826 
North LaSalle Street, Chicago, 30 cents 
a hundred, $2.50 a thousand, postpaid.) 


The Parents’ Guide (By Ozora S. 
Davis and Dr. Emma F. Angell Drake). 
—With the increase of a general convic- 
tion that sex instruction is distinctly 
needed among the younger boys and 
girls, as well as among the older, nu- 
merous books have been prepared to 
help in this work. “The Parents’ 
Guide” is primarily, as its title indicates, 
for parents. Three principles are care- 
fully observed in this book in the narra- 
tion of the story of life,—delicacy, 
thoughtfulness, and frankness,—and in 
all this the religious note is strongly 
emphasized, The book is far more than 
a discussion of the physical side, as in- 
deed one might expect it would be from 
the names of the two collaborators. 
Parents will find a great many welcome 
suggestions as to the facts that ought 
to be given to boys and girls, and, what 
is quite as much needed, good ways to 
present them. (J. L. Nichols and Com- 
pany, Naperville, Ill, $1.50.) 


Anne of Brittany (By Helen J. San- 
born).—Strange as it may seem, this is 
the only work extant in English upon a 
famous and good woman, the last in- 
dependent ruler of Brittany, and twice 
the Queen of France. Miss Sanborn’s 
sympathetic recital of a life which greatly 
moved her is given with a quiet and un- 
adorned simplicity. The cup of this 
young queen—she died at thirty-seven— 
was full of sorrow. When yet in her 
teens she had _ contended = spiritedly 
against all Europe to preserve the inde- 
pendence of her beloved Brittany; at 











twenty-three she was a widow who had 
lost four children; she knew both dis- 
astrous wars without and court intrigues 
within, Yet we see a lovable, quick- 
tempered woman, pure-hearted and 
clean-minded, a devoted Christian, filled 
with loving a and deeds for her 
devoted maids. iss Sanborn deserves 
gratitude for introducing to us this 
pathetic young queen, one of the best 
that sunny land of sorrows ever knew. 
euro Lee and Shepard, Boston, 
net. 


Life of Robert E. Lee, for Boys and 
Girls (By J. G. DeRoulhac-Hamilton an 
Mary Thompson Hamilton).—Without 
prejudice, except that the exact fact be 
stated, the authors in a very simple 
and, direct style tell the story of the life 
of a man who is being increasingly ac- 
cepted by all our people as one of our 
country’s heroic men. The book 
abounds in incidents like these: When 
one of the professors at Washington 
College, in Lee’s presence, criticised 
Grant rather harshly, Lee said: “Sir, if 
you ever presume to speak disrespect- 
fully of General Grant in my présence, 
either you or I will sever his connection 
with this college.” To another bitter 
Southerner he said: “Madam, don’t 
bring up your sons to detest the United 
States Government. Recollect that we 
are one country now. Abandon all these 
local animosities and make your sons 
Americans.” It is hardly conceivable 
that any one can read this fine book 
without being inspired as well as better 
informed regarding the Civil War. It 
is a book for grown-ups as well as 
young people in that the authors have 
made no attempt to write down to their 
prospective youthful readers. (Hough- 
ton Mifflin Company, Boston, $1.25 net.) 


The Faith of a Christian Mystic (By 
Rev, T. Wilkinson Riddle).—Mysticism 
is a word which has to do duty for two 
very different ideas of religion. There 
is a general ‘agreement that Mysticism 
is associated with union with God; but 
it sometimes is interpreted of a union 
which has nothing at all to do with 
Christ and Christianity, and at other 
times it is employed to express that di- 
rect, definite, and~ inward fellowship 
with God which is the highest privilege 
of the Christian soul. The book under 
review is, of course, concerned with the 
latter idea, and in a variety of ways it 
describes what is rightly called “the 
science of the inward life.” In the face 
of much that passes for Mysticism to- 
day which has no relation to Christian- 
ity, this work will be of great value 
toward the realization of that union 
with God which comes only through the 
indwelling of Christ, and which on this 
account is often described as Christian 
Mysticism. The writer has a fresh, fra- 
grant, and forceful pen, and employs it 
to good effect in showing how we may 
enter into and abide in fellowship with 
our Lord. As a guide to everything 
true and a safeguard against everything 
false in Mysticism, nothing could be 
better. (Marshall Brothers, New York 
and London, 2s 6d net.) 


The Dynamic of Manhood (By Luther 
H. Gulick, M.D.).—Probably thousands 
of readers have been stimulated by Dr 
Gulick’s “Mind and Work” and “The 
Efficient Life,” and these readers will 
approach with deep interest his new 
book on making the most of life. The 
author’s gift of stating the latest. scien- 
tific findings in clear,. popular terms, and 
drawing from them workable sugges- 
tions for everyday life, is here applied 
to the things of the soul, -the “heart 
hungers,” as Dr. Gulick calls them. The 
physical and psychical basis of love and 
friendship between man and man, be- 
tween man’ and woman, between parents 
and children, and between man and God. 
#s discussed. The author is particularly 
happy in his practical conclusions on 
definite things to do and things to avoid 
in these different earthly relationships. 
His treatment of the sexes’ problems is 
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sane and wholesome,—except in the few 
paragraphs in which he leaves science 
and is led off into the vagaries of evolu- 
tion, The chapter on hunger for God 
is least satisfactory to one who really 
knows God as a personal Friend. It is 
to be regretted that a fundamental lack 
is characteristic of this and most books 
on the spiritual life written from the 
_ newer scientific viewpoint: the Bible 
view of sin, and of man as a fallen, and 
therefore abnormal, creature is ignored; 
and the true and only dynamic of man- 
hood, the Cross of the Son of God and 
His resurrection power is practically left 
out. But one who knows God through 
Jesus Christ, and has shared His death 
and resurrection,.may safely go to this 
little book and find very much that is of 
exceeding value in the living of his 
Christian life. (Association Press, New 
‘York City, cloth, 75 cents.) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





March 24. Remedies for Intemperance. Eph. 
5 : 15-21. 

March 31. Lessons from the Risen Christ’s 
Forty Days. John 21: 10-17. (Easter 
meeting.) 

April 7. Christian Duty and Privilege. IV. 
Bible-reading. Psa. 119 : 9-16. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

April 144. How to Enjoy 
5-14. 


Sunday. Isa. 58: 


Sunday, March 17 


The Art of Living With Others 
(1 Pet. 3: 8-16). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Art of sympathy (1 John 3: 16-24). 
Tues.—Living at peace (Rom. 14: 10-18). 
Wed.—Art of co-operation (John 4: 


31-38). 
Thurs—Be generous (Gen. 13: 5-19). 
Fri.—Be patient (Num. 12: 1-13). 
Sat.—Be silent (Prov. 17 : 27, 28). 











How do manners help us to live with 
others? 

Why should we think of others at all? 

How does selfishness make boors? 


HE one supreme rule of friendly 

living is the rule of love. That 
does not mean that we are to be hypo- 
crites, or pretenders, or softlings. It 
does mean that we are to act as true 
friends and to wish all to be friendly. 
And this rule is to include everybody. 
As Donald Hankey says, “When Christ 
said, ‘Love your enemies,’ he meant it 
literally. He did not mean, ‘slobber 
over them.’ He did not mean, ‘condone 
their evil deeds.’- But he did mean, 
‘wish them to be your friends.’ Christ 
loved the Pharisees as individuals, not 
for what they were, but for what they 
might be. He showed his love, not by 
shutting his eyes to their hypocrisy and 
pride, not by calling them ‘dear brothers,’ 
but by doing all he could to make them 
dissatisfied with themselves, so that they 
might become different, and so that they 
might become his friends. Sd we should 
love the Germans, not by letting them 
do evil and shutting our eyes to it, not 
by being blind to their hideous cruelty 
and lust for power; but by doing all we 
can to alter their attitude.” 

If we are to love and be friendly to 
our enemies it is surely possible to be 
the same toward our friends. 

ve 

Our trouble is that we are always 
looking for things to object to instead 
of for things to praise. Our attitude is 
the attitude of criticism, not of appre- 
ciation. But while that is a right enough 
attitude to take toward ourselves, we 
ought to reverse it: in dealing with 
others. It will make life vastly happier 
and more cheerful if we are looking 
for the nice and pleasant things. Paul 
urged this course, “If there be any virtue 


and any praise,” said he, “think of 
them.” 

Virtue and praise, not vice and com- 
plaint. 


When the Lascar boatmen 


in the 








Indian seas are busy loading or unload- 
ing cargoes it is always to a chant. The 
work swings along better to some 
melody. Some warships have the bands 
play when certain kinds of work are to 
be done. Men work better together in 
music. There can be a melody in any 
home. Even if there are no musicians 
in it there can be a song of good cheer 
and content and unity. 
v4 

False notes in the music will not 
matter if there is a harmony of good 
will, But false words or words that are 
unfriendly or sharp or mean will tear 
all things asunder. And yet they need 
not. For the beauty about such words 
is that you don’t need to say them. And 
if they are not said it will not be long 
until they are not thought, Ill-will that 
can’t get itself uttered is sure to get 
weary waiting and to go elsewhere. 


“Brighten the corner where you are” 
may not be classical music, but it is 
good ethics. 

One loving person in a home may be 
lonesome for a while, but it will rot be 
long. , 

It is good to remember that living 
with others may be just as hard for the 
others. 

New Yorx City. 
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How Should Christians . 
Keep Sunday ? 
(Continued from page 124) 


the first day of the week, is destitute of 
Biblical authority. 


What we have, as stated in The Sun- 
day School Times’ article of January 
19, is a day which rests not upon law 
but upon love—the. first day of the 
week, or, the Lord’s day. 

The resurrection of Christ was the 
rebirth of Christianity, if not its very 
birth. The believers won to faith by 
the personal ministry of our Lord were 
Jews who had received him as _ the 
promised Messiah. With his crucifixion 
that hope died. “We trusted that it had 
been he which should have redeemed 
Israel,” was the despairing confession of 
the Emmaus disciples. With the pos- 
sible exception of Mary of Bethany, 
none of his own had understood his 
thrice repeated announcement of his 
death and: resurrection. Astonishment 
and incredulity but slowly gave way to 
intense joy when his rising again could 
no longer be doubted. All things now 
became possible for Israel and for the 
Gentile world. No day of the old dis- 
pensation could be compared with this 
day. One has but to read the passages 
in Acts and in the Epistles which refer 
to the resurrection «f Christ to see how 
vital it was both to personal faith and 
to Christian doctrine. And this supreme 
fact was associated, especially in the 
minds of the Apostles and the first be- 
lievers, with a day,—a day memorable 
above all days save the day of Calvary. 
It was not, under grace it could not be, 
a day of legal obligation. It was con- 
gruous with the Sabbath before the lat- 
ter became embodied in the stern edict 
from Sinai. It preserved the principle 
of a day for God and for man, one- 
seventh of time. 


The question at once arises, inevitably 
and rightly, how shall this new day for 
the new dispensation, with its new body 
the church, be observed? 

Let it at once be said that the new dis- 
pensation has no Leviticus. The believer 
who must have rules and prescribed 
forms for anything save the Memorial 
Supper (1 Cor. 11: 23-30) will not find 
them in the Scriptures. For such he 
must resort to “the commandments of 
men” (Col. 2:8, 16). But if he is will- 
ing to seek the guidance of the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit, and to go in the fellow- 
ship of those who from the very 
presence of Christ tarried to receive the 
baptism in the Spirit, and of those who 
walked in that fellowship, he will have 
no real difficulty. 

And first of all, it is an-immense fact 
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that Christ himself was with his dis- 
ciples on the first Lord’s day. Think for 
a little what that day meant to hf, and 
to them. 

It was a day of supreme joy to Jesus. 
He struck the key-note in his salutation 
to Mary Magdalene and “the other 
Mary,” of “Joy!” (Matt. 28: 9—Greek 
chairo.) Atonement was complete! He 
was indeed “delivered for our offences,” 
but he “was raised again for our justifi- 
cation” (Rom. 4:25). That ringing 
cry, “Joy!” must surely resound through 
all Lord’s days. 

And how clear it is that not com- 
pleted redemption alone was in that cry, 
but restored fellowship with his own. 
He had been very tender in the upper 
chamber the night before his crucifixion. 
It seems strange to us, but it cannot be 
doubted, that next to his Father we are 
dearest to his heart. 

And now, with that open grave be- 
hind him, there is a world-Gospel to 
preach, and that too is in his resurrec- 
tion cry, “Joy.” “Go tell,” is the new 
word. What a contrast with law! Un- 
der law “the priests went always in” 
(Heb. 9:6); under grace the priests— 
for all Christians are priests—go always 
out—out with the message of grace till 
the ends of the earth have heard. The 
law never had a missionary! 

Joy in an accomplished redemption 
eternally effectual; joy in the fellow- 
ship of saints; joy in the grandest con- 
ceivable service. Are not these the 
broad lines of Lord’s day observance? 

Later, we find the believers meeting 
on the first day of the week to break the 
bread of remembrance in fellowship 
(Acts 20:7). These church meetings 
were naturally teaching meetings as 
well (1 Cor. 14: 23-40), and took their 
place in the great fellowship as local 
churches. 

The day has thus come to have a 
sacredness which does not rest on law, 
but upon love, fellowship, and service. 

Many other questions arise. May any 
part of the Lord’s day be rightly used in 
recreation or occupations not incompati- 
ble with the spirit of the day? There 
is but one answer: “Let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind” 
(Rom. 14:5). But whatever may be 
the subject concerning which questions 
arise that are not settled by explicit 
Scripture, prayer in a submissive and 
yielded spirit will sur: ly bring light. 
is one of the ways of God in grace to 
keep the believer thus dependent. 

A question iulso naturally arises as to 
the designation of the day. It seems 
natural to perpetuate the word Sabbath, 
but the substitution of the ancient word 
for the new day has not only been tried 
but has wrought the disastrous. result of 
confusing together two fundamentally 
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different things. Out of that substitu- 
tion has come the notion that the dis- 
pensation of grace has kept the sabbath 
of the Jews with but the change of day 
from the seventh to the first. No won- 
der it is asked, by whose authority? 
It is fitly asked: “Can it be that one of 
the commandments of God has been set 
aside and superseded by an institution of 
man?” The answer is that the Chris- 
tian Lord’s day and the Jewish sabbath 
are different days, and neither is an in- 
stitution of man. From Isaiah 66: 23 
it is evident that in the kingdom age, or 
millennium, the sabbath will again be 
observed. 

And let us bring all questions to the 
test of that first Lord’s day which be- 
gan “very early in the morning” is a joy 
meeting with the Lord, went on in fel- 
lowship and service, and ended in 
“peace” (Luke 24: 36). 

DovucLaston, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 
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When Spotty Went Hunting 
By Frances McKinnon Morton 


POTTY was a big brown-and-white 

hunting dog and he belonged to 
Doctor Furgerson. When he was run- 
ning in the woods and found a bird he 
would stand so still, with his nose pointed 
straight at the bird, that you couldn't 
help: understanding why he was called 
a Pointer Dog. 

During the , aren season his master, 
Dr. Furgerson, used to get on the train 
the first Saturday of every month and 
go down the road to Greenfield to meet 
a party of friends there and go into the 
woods bird-hunting with them. 

On these trips Spotty was always his 
“companion,” and the dog seemed to en- 
joy the outing quite as much as any of 
the men did. They had to take the 
train about daylight and ride for a few 
hours to get to Greenfield, and when 
they got there they were met at the sta- 
tion by the rest of the party all ready 
for the hunt. 

Spotty would jump about and bark 
and wag his frisky tail as if the whole 
affair had been gotten up just to please 
him. He would bark at the horses’ 
heels, and chase butterflies and jump 
up and yap with delight as long as they 
were on the high road, but as soon as 
they entered the woods he knew the 
hunt was about to begin and he would 
slip about sniffing and snuffing at things 
almost as still as a moving shadow. 

One day Dr. Furgerson was thrown 
from his horse and suffered a broken 
leg by the fall. That meant that he 
must lie in bed for the rest of the hunt- 
ing season that year. Spotty was a de- 
voted and mournful watcher. at his 
master’s door until hunting Saturday 
came and then the family missed him, , 

If they had been up before day they 
would? Naveséen him get up and march 
off very importantly to the depot and 
take the train for Greenfield. 

He jumped on the baggage car where 
he was accustomed to ride, and as the 
trainmen all knew him they let him 
stay. When the train reached Green- 
field Spotty jumped off and barked and 
yapped delightedly about the horses and 
dogs. The men of the party did not 
know about Doctor Furgerson’s misfor- 
tune, so they were very much surprised 
to see Spotty get off the train with- 
out his master. They welcomed him 
gladly though, because he was such a 
good hunter, and when the day’s sport 
was over one of the good Doctor’s 
friends went with Spotty to the train 
and placed him in the conductor’s care, 
along with a small basketful of dressed 
birds. 

These birds were not for Spotty’s 
supper though, but for his master, and 
the gentleman told Spotty so with many 
injunctions to him to be careful with 
the basket.. Of course Spotty didn’t ex- 
actly understand all that the man said, 
but he did know something about fetch- 
ing and carrying things for his master; 
and so about eieven o’clock that night 
Doctor Furgerson’s family were awak- 
ened by a sharp scratching and whining 
at the doctor’s door. They got up of 
course, for they knew that it was Spotty, 
but they might not have believed about 
his hunting trip if he had not given 
them the basket of game containing a 
note from the triend who put Spotty on 
the home train. 

After that Spotty went hunting every 


| first Saturday until the hunting days 


were over for that year. He never got 
mixed up on ‘the date and always came 
in home promptly with a nice basket of 
game. 

He was really only enjoying himself 
in the way he liked best, but everybody 
insisted on praising him and petting him 
and thinking him the smartest dog in 
the state, though all this admiration 
never seemed to make Spotty vain at 
all, for he kept on being the very best 
dog he knew how to be. 

San AnTOonNI0, TEX. 
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Plant a Garden 
and Set a Better Table 


An average sized garden, properly “farmed,” will produce 
more vegetables of the finest quality than an average family 
can eat. The cost is trifling. The work is moderate and 
healthful. The returns in better food and increased health 
are great. 


But to have this kind of garden you must plant seeds that 
will produce quality products. 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


eater on 
















duce from plant to seed and from seed to plant. 


Only those which 
are offered under the Ferry name. 
The Ferry Seed Annual! will be 
sent you on request. 


Be sure to plant Ferry’s Seede 
this year. ey are for sale 
by dealers everywhere. 


D. M. FERRY &.CO. 


FEE” Detroit, Mich. (and Windsor, Ont.) 





plants that for many 
2 egy 
year's crop of Ferry’s Seeds is tested on our trial gardens. 
measure up to the strict Ferry standards 
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Tdesands Starving ia. Bible Lands 
Easter Time, A.D. 1918 


Every pastor in America is requested 
to preach March 1o, 1918, on 


Present-Day Conditions in Bible Lands, or 
The Modern Babylonian Captivity 








Can we hope for true Christian fellowship on Easter Sunday 
or during Holy Week, if in the meantime we have closed our 
eyes, turned our backs, or even remained indifferent to the 
cry of the hungry and the dying in the land from which we 
have our Easter message ? 


3,000,000 Destitute 
400,000 of Whom are Orphans! 
What Would Jesus Do? © 


administrators. 


All money goes for relief, none for salaries, commissions or 
expenses. 
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Write to the American Committee for Armenian and Syrian 
Reliet,, Cleveland H. Dodge, Treasurer, One Madison, Avenue, 
New York, for additional information, including latest cablegrams 
and official reports. 














Relief is 1oo percent effective through responsible American — 
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